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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-19
The Proverbs of Solomon 
Proverbs 1:1-19 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. Solomon's great choice. It was in Gibeon that the Lord appeared unto Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, "Ask what I shall give thee." We read that Solomon replied: "Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before Thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee." 

Then Solomon continued: "And now, O Lord my God, Thou hast made Thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. And Thy servant is in the midst of Thy people which Thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give therefore Thy servant an understanding heart to judge Thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this Thy so great a people?" 

When the Lord heard the request of Solomon, He was pleased because Solomon had not asked for himself long life, neither riches, nor the life of his enemies, but had asked understanding to discern judgment. God therefore said: "I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour." 

(1) Solomon acknowledged his own weaknesses. This, to us, is the beginning of wisdom and of strength, and of successful service. It is those who have not, but are willing to have, that God blesses. Solomon was called to a great task and he knew that he was not able in his own strength or wisdom to undertake. Do we not feel the same way? 

Do we not often feel our own weakness, our lack of wisdom? Let us then ask wisdom of God, who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and we shalt receive. 

(2) Solomon showed his wisdom by asking for wisdom. Many of us might have asked for material things, such as silver and gold, food and raiment, because of these things we have need. We might have asked for popularity and power with the multitude, for winsome ways and pleasing manners, but Solomon asked for wisdom. 

2. God's remarkable answer. God immediately pledged to give to Solomon that which he asked, but to give him more than he asked. Does not God always give exceeding abundantly above all we are able to ask or to think? 

3. Our precious privilege. How marvelous it is that we are permitted to sit at the feet of the wisest of men, and study the Proverbs which he has given to us. Out of all of his experience, and the riches of his wisdom, the Holy Spirit caused Solomon to write down just such things as He wanted us to know. These things are recorded in Ecclesiastes, the Song of Solomon, and Proverbs. 

I. THREE GREAT QUESTS (Proverbs 1:1-4 ) 
1. The first quest: " To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding." 

Shall young people spend their time in frivolity and foolish pastime, living as though life were a matter of pleasure and madness and folly, or shall they seek to know God in all of the wisdom of His Person, and of His Words and work? 

If we seek these better and higher things, let us remember that unto us is given the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding in the knowledge of Him. 

2. The second quest : "To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity." Do we have an open mind that we may receive the things which are freely given us of God? There are so many who have eyes that see not, and ears that hear not. The wisdom of God is given only unto those who walk in the Spirit, inasmuch as the natural man receiveth not the things of God, neither can he understand them. It is written, "Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord." 

We humbly ask the young people if they are truly ready to receive the instruction of wisdom, of justice, of judgment, and of equity. Do they want to know the things which are freely given them of God? 

3. The third quest: " To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion." 

Let all God's people attempt great things for God and expect great things from God. 

II. THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM (Proverbs 1:5-7 ) 
1. A wise man will hear, and will increase learning. The mind is a wonderful gift from God. Yet how little does the infant know as he lifts his wondering eyes upon the world about him. He seems, intellectually, as well as physically, about the most helpless of the newly born. To watch the babe as he lies there looking at his fists, in his first sense of self-consciousness is most striking. 

Little by little the infant grows to childhood, then to youth and then to manhood. As he grows, knowledge daily increases. 

Everybody who wants to know God should hear and increase in wisdom. 

2. A wise man will attain to wise counsel. He will seek to associate himself with men of wisdom and understanding. He will select his friends from among those who see life as more than a passing show. He will seek to understand a proverb and its deeper meaning its interpretation. 

"Give attendance to reading" is a splendid advice to young men, who, Timothy-like, want to know God's deeper things. Daniel as a youth was a student and as he grew in wisdom and in knowledge, he diligently searched the Scriptures to learn more of the "times and seasons" with their mysteries, which belonged to the purposes of God. He wrote, "I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the Prophet." 

3. A wise man knows that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Do we speak of the "fear of the Lord" as of one who is afraid of God? Not altogether. He may be, and he is, afraid to disobey God. However, "the fear of the Lord," which is "the beginning of knowledge," is the sense of the greatness, the glory, the power, the righteousness, the justice, the works of God. 

The one who fears God is the one who stands in awe, with his head bowed in hallowed reverence, as he worships at His throne. Such an one has reached the "beginning of wisdom." 

III. THE DIVINE ADMONITION TO SONS (Proverbs 1:8-9 ) 
1. My son, hear the instruction of thy father. Fatherhood has its responsibilities; so does sonhood. It is the duty of the father to "teach these things diligently to his children." It is the duty of the son to hear what he is taught. It is the duty of the father to bring up his child in the way he should go; it is the duty of the son to obey his father's instruction. 

2. My son, forsake not the law of thy mother. This second admonition not only exalts the glory and responsibility of Christian motherhood, but it exalts the law which she inculcates on the child. 

In the twentieth century home, the foundations are crumbling under the god of this world who is steadily robbing the youth of the land of those holy mothers of yore, who gave their life and their all to the instruction of their children. Side by side with this is the tottering of those sons who used to all but worship at the feet of the one who gave them birth. 

God give us mothers with the Law of the Lord on their lips; and sons with the spirit of loyalty and devotion to her tutelage. 

3. The ornaments of youth. "For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck." Here are jewels which are most rare, in the sight of God. Let young people seek to excel in spiritual graces. Let these be their chief adornments. Hearing instruction from fathers, and walking in the law of mothers is an adornment to the brow, and to the neck. They are costly and yet free to obedient children. 

IV. THE POWER TO SAY "NO" (Proverbs 1:10 ) 
1. Wisdom's warning. Wisdom is not ignorant of the many wiles which beset the young. It seems to us that Satan was never so active in preparing nets for the feet of our youth as he is today. Pitfalls of every kind and description abound at every turn of the way. These places are painted in most roseate colors; they are made to appear beautiful without, while within they are full of dead men's bones and of all uncleanness. 

2. Wisdom's plea. Wisdom is pleading to the youth, saying, "Consent thou not." Wisdom sees the end of the way which concludes pleasure's path. Wisdom knows that the wine cup, be it ever so red as it stirs itself, will at the last bite like a serpent. Wisdom knows that the movies, be they ever so alluring to the eye, will, at the last, implant loose morals and wrong ideals. Wisdom knows it all, and knowing, says, "My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not." 

3. Where is the power to say "No. " Has youth lost the will power which is necessary to sustain rectitude? Shall youth be carried about by every wind that blows? Shall it submit to every evil that entices? Shall the youth live with such a wail as this on its lips, "When I would do good, evil is present with me"; and, "The good that I would I do not; but the evil which I would not, that I do"? 

God pity us if we are slaves to sin, driven on and on against our better self, until we cry out, "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" 

Is defeat a necessity with the young man? Never. If we walk in the Spirit we shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh, "Sin shall not have dominion over you." "Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin." Thank God there is a place of victory. God will prepare a way of escape in every hour of temptation. Thus we will ever thank God who giveth us the victory in Christ Jesus. 

V. THE WAYS OF THE WICKED (Proverbs 1:11-12 ) 
1. The way of destruction to others. Here is the voice of the sinners who entice: "Let us lay wait for blood." This sounds like highway robbers, and thugs, the worst of the wicked. It is not necessarily so, at all. Sin spoils everything it touches. To go in the way of evil men, is to slay the hopes of others. The wicked all lay in wait for blood. 

2. The way of death. Here are the words: "Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit." 

If physical death were all, that would not be so bad; but to those who follow the wicked, the second death awaits them. How true is the word, "the wages of sin is death" yes, death from every viewpoint. Death to hopes, and to health; death to happiness and to honor; death to peace and to power with God: death to everything. 

Sin shortens one's physical life on the earth. All kinds of diseases lurk in the way of the one who spends his life in sin and shame. The woman of the streets soon passes away, and is not. She dies early and dies without hope for in the hereafter, and only to be forgotten on the earth. Yes, sin takes the light out of the eyes, the color out of the cheek, the quickness out of the step. Sin hurries up the casket that will bear the sinner to his grave. 

There is also a second death a death that has no hope of life forevermore. Existence? The wicked have not the life of God. They are forever shut away from His face. They are committed unto the blackness of darkness forever. They go where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched; for death and hell shall be cast into the Lake of Fire. This is the second death. 

VI. FOLLOWING A MIRAGE OF FALSE PROMISES (Proverbs 1:13-14 ) 
Proverbs 1:11 and Proverbs 1:12 display the real intent of the sinners who entice. Proverbs 1:13 and Proverbs 1:14 display their false promises to the dupes who follow them in their ways. 

1. Here is the first false promise : "We shall find all precious substance." With what roseate hues do the wicked, who tempt the unwary, paint the future. The god of this world is an adept in flourishing scenery. He and his know how to make the world appear beautiful. However, when one gets into the heart of the world's territory, he finds it filled with horror a veritable chamber of misery and disappointments. 

Suppose that the deceived follower does, for the while, get all precious substance. His substance will fade as fades a summer day. Suppose he becomes rich. His riches will but pierce his soul through with many sorrows. Suppose he does get all precious treasures. He will get them only to leave them to those who shall be after him. He will get them, and say to his soul, "Thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry," only to hear the Lord say, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided." 

2. Here is the next false promise: " Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse." That is the cry heard on every hand today. Let us not listen to any promise on the part of the wicked, for their promises are only baits and snares to entice the helpless. 

VII. A CALL FOR SEPARATION (Proverbs 1:15-19 ) 
1. "Walk not thou in the way with them." An unholy companionship is always to be feared. It is said you cannot play with fire without being burned. Certainly you cannot walk with evil men without being evilly influenced, and marred in character. 

If we make evil men or women our associates, we will soon be like them in their evil ways. Thus has God said, "Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men." Let us refrain our feet from their paths. The New Testament, like the Old, is filled with warnings on this line, "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness." 

2. "Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird." Does the Lord mean to intimate that a man will walk into a plainly spread net quicker than a bird? Or does He mean to say that if a bird will not fly into a net, plainly spread in its very sight, how much less should we walk into a net spread, and confessedly spread, to catch us? 

How many are the nets, the pitfalls, the traps laid out for us! There are the present-day moving picture show, the game of cards, the dance, the drinking saloon, the gilded house of shame, the groups of filthy story tellers, etc., etc. 

All of these are for no more than "catches" for the youth of our land. It is sad, indeed, to see the throngs of people standing at the picture show and rushing into the nets laid to catch them and carry them away from God and from their Christian integrity. 

3. "So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain." The lure of gold, as well as the lure of pleasure, presents a great temptation. Of course all is not gold that glitters, but many a youth thinks it is. "The love of money" is still "the root of all evil." God help us not to covet after these things. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
God keep us from becoming soiled with sin. 

"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him" (1 John 2:15 ). 

Walking along a business district, an observer noticed a suit of clothes hanging in the breeze at the side of a window. It was marked, "Slightly soiled, greatly reduced in price." "What a text for the young people!" he thought. A young man or woman's mind becomes "slightly soiled" by reading a coarse book, by seeing a vulgar show in a theater, by allowing little indulgences in dishonest or lustful thoughts. Just slightly soiled! But in course of time it will be found that these young people are greatly reduced in value. Their charm, their strength, their influence has vanished. War Cry. 

Verses 20-33
Wisdom's Call 
Proverbs 1:20-33 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. Where the voice of Wisdom is heard. Wisdom doth not speak alone among the wise. She doth not sound forth her voice alone in cloistered circles, where the sanctified meet to discuss the ways of righteousness. Mark the force of, these words: 

1. "Wisdom crieth without." 

2. Wisdom "uttereth her voice in the streets." 

3. Wisdom "crieth in the chief place of concourse." 

4. Wisdom crieth "in the openings of the gates." (5) Wisdom uttereth her words in the city. 

Here is something worthy of note. God seems to be saying, let Wisdom sound forth her call where the people congregate. Let all men know the folly of sin, and the beauty of holiness. Let no one be left untouched, untold, unwarned, unled. 

We might put it in the way of the New Testament call to world-preaching of the Gospel. 

1. Go to thine own house and show what God hath done. 

2. Go to the byways and hedges. 

3. Go to the next towns also. 

4. Go to the streets and lanes of the city. 

5. Go to the end of the earth, all nations. 

6. Go to every creature. 

Surely the more Satan seeks to hide our message of love and light and life, the more abundantly must we sound it forth. 

Wisdom, like the Gospel, and the Gospel, like Wisdom, must give its call everywhere. It is all wrong for saints to closet the sound of the gospel story within the heavy walls of the sanctuary; that does not aid the wayfaring man, the people of the street. We must carry Christ to the ones without; we must utter our voice on the street. Let the "nice people" call us "Salvationists," what do we care? We will obey our Lord. We must sound the call in the chief places of concourse, in the opening of the gates, and everywhere the masses congregate. 

2. Why Wisdom raises her voice. 
(1) True wisdom has an interest in the lives of others. Have we had a kindness shown? We should pass it on. What have we, that we did not receive? Then, if we are recipients of something, shall we not share our blessings? How can we whose souls are lighted with wisdom from above, stand still and see the unwary carried on into the pitfalls which the ungodly have made for the youth of our land? 

(2) True wisdom sees the danger in the way, and knows the only hope of salvation from them all. It is for this cause that Wisdom crieth in the streets. Shall the one who sees the house afire refrain from crying out to those who sleep within? Shall the one who sees the sorrow, the shame, the wreckage of sin, refrain a warning voice? 

He who thinks only of himself and of his own, is an ingrate and has not the love of God in his heart. Suppose I am safe and sheltered: shall I therefore care nothing for the safety of others? 

When Jesus saw the multitudes He had compassion upon them. He said on one occasion, "Give ye them to eat"; on another occasion He said, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink." He made Himself a Covert from the storm, and the Shadow of a great Rock in a weary land. Let us go and do likewise. 

3. Wisdom holds a tremendous responsibility. It is written: "If the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned: * * his blood will I require at the watchman's hand." 

Again it is written: "If thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; * * thou hast delivered thy soul." Thus God doth hold us responsible for a true testimony, O Church of God, what wilt thou say in the day of judgment, if the wicked charge thee for their doom? Let us cease to cry, with wicked Cain, "Am I my brother's keeper?" 

I. A QUESTION THAT SHOULD BE ANSWERED (Proverbs 1:22 ) 
Here is the question that each young man and young woman needs to ponder and to answer: "How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?" 

1. Shall we refuse Wisdom's call? Shall we reject Wisdom's warning? Shall Wisdom call unto us in vain? 

Does a flowery path, perfumed with the odors of the apothecary always lead to realms of bliss? Does a cup, merely because it stirreth itself, and showeth itself red, alway at the last, bear blessings? Nay! Satan is a master in painting roseate pictures, and in promising a false glory. He can put mirages in a young man's sky. Remember the old adage, "All is not gold that glitters." 

Stop! Look! Listen! There is danger ahead. Heed the cry of Wisdom and turn and live. 

2. How long will the youth of the land refuse to hear? Do you say you must have your fling; you must taste the sweets of the world's ways? Think you it will be easy to stop when once you are entangled in a yoke of carnal bondage. 

How long will you play with fire? How long will you leave the Saviour standing outside the door of your heart, and pleading to enter? How long? How long? It cannot be safe to go your way. The river is running swifter, and daily it grows wider even the river you must cross to reach the Master's side. Satan's power is increasing, his grip is tightening. 

With all of our hearts we call upon the unsaved to turn to the Lord; hear ye His voice and walk in His ways! 

II. A GRACIOUS PROMISE TO POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT (Proverbs 1:23 ) 
1. There is the call to turn to the Lord. It comes from God Himself. It breathes forth the willingness of the Lord to save. It seems to say, "I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but would that all should turn and repent." 

How many are the loving and earnest calls of the Lord. "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord." "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God." "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." 

These are only a few of the Lord's calls to sinners to turn unto Him, They are as if one were drowning, and a hand were reached out to save; they are as if one were being dragged down by an enemy into some horrible pit, and a rescuer stood by to deliver. All of this makes the way of the sinner so inexcusable. It is not as though the wicked were in a helpless and hopeless estate, with none to save. Not so. The lover of their soul stands ready to save. 

2. There is the promise of the Spirit. " I will pour out My Spirit unto you." How gracious is this assurance, The Spirit is, in truth, the Spirit of wisdom and of the knowledge of Him. To the sinner walking in the ways of death, there comes not only a sure deliverance, but also One, even the Spirit, who will come in to illumine the heart in the things of God. 

3. There is a second promise. "I will make known My words unto you." The way of sinning is a way foreign to the good Word of God. Those who forsake their way and their thought, will be given God's Word, which will lead them into God's way and thoughts. 

Dear child of God, do not forget to read frequently the blessed Word of God. Keep the sacred Word ever with you. Let it be your daily meditation. Search its pages by day and by night. Let it dwell in you richly, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, strengthening you, and admonishing you in the things of God. 

Let the Word be to you more than gold, yea, than fine gold; let it be to you sweeter than the honey and the honeycomb. 

III. WHEREIN LOVE AND MERCY PLEAD (Proverbs 1:24 ) 
1. "I have called." How many are the calls of Jehovah. Every word of God is a great big "Come" of invitation to the sinner. 

"Come unto Me, it is the Master's voice, 

The loving heart of God bids thee rejoice." 

"Come; for all things are now ready." The supper is prepared, the feast is spread, the invitation is given, " Come and dine." "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." "Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters." " Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price." "If any man thirst let him come unto me and drink." "Whosoever will let him come." 

2. "I have stretched out My Hand." This is more than "Come." This is "Come," with a tender and loving urge. One would think that a mere invitation would be more than enough to get any sinner started toward God, and Home, and Life. But no; God must take the place of a suppliant, and stretch out His hands. 

Consider a disobedient and a gainsaying people, like Israel, and yet, unto just such a people we read that God says, "All day long I have stretched forth My hands." It is all expressed in one verse, "How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings." Such is the heart of God toward those who are hastening their way into the nets which Satan has spread. 

3. "My hands." What a graphic picture! The hands stand for helpfulness, succor, rescue. When Peter was sinking beneath the waves of Galilee, he cried, "Lord, save me." Then Christ stretched forth His hand and took Peter's hand. Think of Jairus' daughter as she lay dead: "He * * took her by the hand, and the maid arose." 

Thus our key verse bears a call of love, "I have stretched out My hand." Praise God for the helping hand, the outstretched hand of our Lord. 

IV. WHEREIN LOVE AND MERCY ARE REFUSED (Proverbs 1:24-25 ) 
1. "Ye refused." Here is the attitude of the unsaved sinner in a nutshell, simply but forcefully stated. "Ye refused." Proverbs 1:10 reads: "My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not." However, instead of saying no to sinners, the son is saying no to the Saviour. 

Here is the way the Holy Spirit sums it up in another Scripture: "And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready." What happened? "And they all with one consent began to make excuse, * * [saying], I pray thee have me excused." That was no more than a polite way of refusing. 

It is still true, even as Christ said, "Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life." 

2. "No man regarded." The depth of sin deepens. Here is more than a refusal here is a shut ear; a blank refusal; a hardhearted refusal; a rebuff; a brutal disregard. The voice which pleads means nought to them. They can sit by without regard. It is as though one were crying and they stopped their ears, closed their eyes, with no sense of pity or care. 

3. "Ye have set at nought all My counsel." This is no light matter. The Word of the Lord is forever settled in Heaven. Heaven and earth may pass away, but His Word shall not pass away. The man, therefore, who makes light of the counsels of God, and rejects His Word is the more guilty. 

4. Ye "would none of my reproof." The warnings of God are thrown to the winds, as altogether unbelievable. Reproof is made a matter for jest. There is no hell, no punishment for sin; no judgment, no anything. 

V. REWARD THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS (Proverbs 1:26-27 ) 
1. "I also will laugh." "I will mock." There is an eternal principle in the judgments of God, Did they laugh? They will be laughed at. Did they mock? They shall be mocked. Did they kill with the sword? They shall be killed with the sword. "How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her." 

Here is a verse that sums it all up: "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." It seems very smart to the sinner to laugh at God. It will be quite another thing to be laughed at; it seems funny to mock God, and it draws the applause of the godless in this age of Christ rejection; it will be another matter, in the day of judgment, to be mocked. 

2. When the tables are turned. "When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you." 

It may not be pleasant to consider but it is a part of Wisdom's words there is a time coming when they that laugh now, will mourn and weep. There is a time coming when they who rejoice in sin, shall weep and wail in their miseries. 

We have seen, with our own eyes, more than one man, who, in health and worldly prosperity, mocked God and laughed at salvation; yet, in the hour of death he pleaded for mercy, and found it not. 

The sinner often has a perverted idea of the love and goodness of God, He thinks that he can mock away his day of grace, and that in the hour of distress or death, he can command the Spirit to hasten and save. 

"I will mock," is, indeed, in the Old Testament, but it is written for our admonition upon whom the end of the ages is come. Besides, all Scripture is written for reproof, and for correction. Thus we feel free in pressing this one home. 

VI. THE TIME WHEN FEAR COMETH (Proverbs 1:27-28 ) 
1. This age is the age of mercy. God does not now render His wrath. As men go about in their evil way, taking His Name in vain, mocking His very existence, ridiculing His Spirit's call, criticizing His Word. God remains "silent, so far as punishment is concerned. There is coming, however, a day of wrath and judgment; and for this the wicked are treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God. 

2. The day of wrath will be a day of fear for the wicked. How graphically does the Word speak: "The great day of His wrath is come and who shall be able to stand?" In that day the wicked will fear. So will they fear as they stand before the Great White Throne. Fear, distress, and anguish will all come upon them. 

3. In the day of their fear they will call on the Lord. Here are the words of our key verses: 

(1) "Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not answer." 

(2) "They shall seek Me early, but they shall not find Me." 

Think you that there may be a second chance another opportunity after death another altar call to sinners to repent? Never! No, such will never be. The wicked may call, but God will not hear. They may seek, but they cannot find. 
4. In the day of their fear, the tables will be turned. God once called, and they refused; God stretched out His hand and they would not regard: now they call, and God will not hear; they stretch out their hands and He will not regard. 

If the sinner wants to be saved, let him seek the Lord while He may be found, and call upon Him while He is near. Let him come while love still pleads. 

VII. GOD'S REASONS FOR HIS JUDGMENTS (Proverbs 1:29-33 ) 
1. God displays the refusal of the wicked 

(1) They hated knowledge. The way of truth they might have known. It was cried forth on the streets; in the chief places of concourse it was heard; in the gates it was made known. They, however, refused knowledge because they hated it. 

(2) They did not choose the fear of the Lord, They seemed to say, Who is this Lord that we should obey His voice? They said, Your wisdom is folly. They professed themselves to be wise, too wise to hear the voice of the true Wisdom; therefore they became fools, and changed the glory of Christ and of God into an image made like unto birds and beasts. They did not like to retain God in their knowledge, therefore God gave them up. 

(3) They would none of Wisdom's counsel, and despised her reproof. They flaunted every word of Heavenly wisdom. Its warnings they cast aside. They trusted in their own counsel. They knew more than God knew. They cast His reproof off as foolish pratings. 

2. God states the reasons for His judgments. 
(1) They shall eat of the fruit of their own way. They, so to speak, prepared their own judgment, and are now about to eat of the harvest of the seed which they themselves sowed. It is for this cause that God wrote: "The wages of sin is death." 

God's judgments are stored up by the sinners who reject Him. They make their doom. Each sinner receives no more than the rewards of his own deeds. 

(2) They shall be filled with own devices. No man in hell can say, "God did it." They are the ones who did it. God gave them only what they themselves prepared. It was their own turning away that slew them; it was their own following after the promised prosperity of fools that destroyed them. 

3. A final word of assurance. How marvelously do the last words of our chapter sound forth: "But whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil." Now, therefore, is the time to hearken and to believe. If now we hearken, then we shall not fear. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The same Wisdom which pleads is the Wisdom that passes the sentence of death. 

A young man was once driving a two-horse buggy down the crowded streets of a large city when suddenly the horses, taking fright, got beyond his control, and there he sat not knowing at what moment he might be hurled to instant death, for which he knew that he was utterly unprepared. Just as a catastrophe appeared inevitable, a stranger sprang in front of the flying horses and clutching at their bridles, at imminent risk to himself, held on to them until the frightened animals stopped, and the young man was able to jump out and thank his benefactor for having saved his life. 

Some months after, this same young man stood in a felon's dock, charged with the crime of willful murder, of which the jury had just found him guilty. Before pronouncing sentence, the judge asked the prisoner if he had anything to plead in extenuation of his crime. Instead of giving a direct answer, the prisoner, looking intently at the judge, said, "Sir, don't you remember me? Don't you recall the occasion when you stopped two runaway horses in this city and saved the young man's life who was driving them?" "Yes," said the judge, "I'm not likely to forget that incident." "Well," went on the prisoner, "I'm that young man." "Ah," replied the judge after a pause, "I recognize you now; but what has that got to do with your crime and its punishment?" "Sir," pleaded the prisoner with his very soul in his voice, "you saved my life then; won't you spare it now?" For a moment tense silence fell upon the court; presently it was broken by the voice of the judge. "Prisoner at the bar," he said, "I am here in only one capacity, to administer justice; and," he added solemnly, "when I saved your life then I was your saviour; now I am your judge." And he condemned the guilty man to death. E. G. Carre. 

02 Chapter 2 
03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-12
Lest We Forget 
Proverbs 3:1-12 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Book of Proverbs speaks several times of the danger of forgetting God and His Commandments. We are firmly convinced that herein is a danger that we all need to consider with care. We will consider several warnings about forgetting, that are to be found in Deuteronomy and in the Psalms. 

1. Forget not His Covenant (Deuteronomy 4:23-31 ). God never forgets His pledges to His people. It is interesting to study His Covenant to Abraham concerning his seed. Abraham may often have despaired, and thought himself forgotten, but in the end all was fulfilled. 

Deuteronomy 4:31 emphasizes that God will not forget His Covenant which He sware unto their fathers, that He would bring them back. For this cause we are today seeing God turning once more toward His people. 

2. Forget not His Commandments (Deuteronomy 8:11-19 ). How true to life is the Word of God. He says, "Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses," etc., etc., then thy heart be lifted up and thou forget the Lord thy God. 

In the times of need we draw nigh to God; then, in the times of our bounty, we often become self-centered, and glory in the works of our own hands, saying, "My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth." 

3. Forget not wherein we sinned (Deuteronomy 9:7-12 ). After we have sinned, repented, and been forgiven, we sometimes fail to remember the stumblingblock where we left the Lord. God would remind us of our sins lest we forget, and fall again at the same place. 

Sin number one was bad enough; but to sin again in the same way demonstrates a rebellious and forgetful spirit. 

4. Forget not His works (Psalms 78:7-11 ). How wonderful are the works of God, which He has wrought in our behalf! He had done much for Israel. And He commanded Israel that they should tell His wondrous doings unto their children, that they should not forget the Lord and His wonderful works. 

Israel, however, soon failed to remember God's deliverances and His wondrous blessings, which He had wrought for them. They kept not His Covenant, they refused to walk in His Law, and they "forgat His works, and His wonders that He had shewed them." They even tempted the Lord their God in their hearts; they were lead away by their lusts; they turned back, and limited the Holy One of Israel; yea; they tempted God and dealt unfaithfully. 

5. Forget not His benefits (Psalms 103:1-5 ). Instead of forgetting, we are called upon to bless the Lord. Here is the way our Psalm reads: "Bless the Lord, O ray soul, and forget not all His benefits." Then the Psalmist goes on to enumerate his benefits. 

1. "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." 

2. "Who healeth all thy diseases." 

3. "Who redeemeth thy life from destruction." 

4. "Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies." 

5. "Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things." 

6. Who reneweth thy youth as the eagle's. 

7. Who executeth righteousness, and judgment for the oppressed. 

6. Forget not Jerusalem (Psalms 137:1-6 ). There are some who will immediately object that we have no call to remember Jerusalem. Well, the Psalmist did not so feel about it. He said, "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth." 

We are just as sure that God has not forgotten Jerusalem. He has kept her in His heart during all of the days of her wanderings, and He will yet remember her with mercies. 

Let us, then, also pray for Jerusalem, for, "They shall prosper that love thee." 

I. THE BLESSING OF KEEPING HIS LAW (Proverbs 3:1-2 ) 
1. The admonition, "Forget not My Law." The word "Law" may, by some, be ruled out of this dispensation of grace. And so far as salvation by the works of the Law is concerned, it has no place, and never did have a place in the economy of God. We are saved by grace, through faith, and not of works. 

We suggest, however, that the word "Law" in our text has a very wide significance. It means the words of God covering the will of God, given for our good. His "Law" includes not only rules of conduct, but also rules covering every phase of life. 

2. The Call: Let thine heart keep My Commandments. God asks for more than a mere legal keeping of His Law. He wants a heartfelt and heart-appreciative keeping. It is not enough to do His will; but, in all we do, to do heartily; to do it with joy and gladness. The reason for this part of God's Word is made known in the next statement, Deuteronomy 4:2 : 

3. The promise: "For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee." Now we learn how beneficent are the laws and Commandments of our God. God does not command in order to display His authority. He does not demand as a demigod would demand, only for his own good. He makes His laws and gives His commands for the good of His people. 

Think of the blessings which obedience brings: 

(1) There is length of days and long life. This is one of the blessings of obedience. It is not merely that the keeping of God's laws will cause God to work a miracle in granting long life to the obedient as a reward; but also that obedience to His laws has a natural assurance of long life. We, personally, have no doubt that it is physically beneficial to obey God, and that God, in making laws, accordingly had our length of days in mind. 

(2) There is peace. Disobedience to God's laws brings misery and unhappiness. Obedience brings length of days and peace, withal. 

Let us, therefore, follow the things that make for peace. 

II. A DELIGHTFUL ORNAMENT FOR THE NECK (Proverbs 3:3-4 ) 
1. The twin sisters, mercy and truth. These two graces will form a chain of greatest price, and will prove an ornament in which God will, Himself, rejoice. 

Mercy is that grace in life that shows kindness even to the undeserving. If we see mercy forsaking us, and leaving us filled with harshness and bitterness, let us beware. 

Truth is the opposite of error. Christ said "I am the Truth." Some men live in so much of error that they cry, like Pilate, "What is truth?" If we follow after the spirit of antichrist, we will find that truth will forsake us, and God will give us over to the believing of a lie. 

2. Mercy and truth should adorn our necks and warm our hearts. We should bind them to us, and write them on the tables of our hearts. If we find ourselves afraid of truth, and shunning mercy, we are to be pitied, indeed. 

In this word the Proverbs are in line with many Scriptures. Read Second and Third John, and you will discover how vital truth is to the saint. John writes, "I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth." In First John we are taught, in chapter 4, how to discern between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. Then in chapter 3, we read: "Hereby we know that we are of the truth." 

It is the same with mercy. If we have the spirit of God we will have the spirit of mercy. Mercy is also set forth in John's Epistle when he speaks of our shutting up our bowels of compassion. 

James tells us that the wisdom from above is full of mercy. He also tells us, "For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment." 

3. Truth and mercy will cause us to find favor in both the sight of God and of men. Even men of the world, and, above all, men of God, will praise those who walk after truth and follow after mercy. God will grant favor to such, for He is Mercy and He is Truth, Following error and showing judgment may give us a sway among devil-deluded men, but not so with true men and with God, where favor is most worth while. 

III. A CALL TO PERFECT TRUST (Proverbs 3:5 ) 
1. A call to heartfelt trust. Here, hidden away in the Book of Proverbs, we have found a very vital statement of evangelical faith. Faith is trust. Faith is more than trust, it is heartfelt trust. 

The Holy Spirit emphasized this when He said to the eunuch, "If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest." The Holy Spirit said a similar thing when he wrote by Paul, "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness." The only difference is that in Proverbs the word "trust" is used, while in the New Testament the word is "believe." 

In Bible terminology, faith, trust, and believe, all are the expressions of a heart affiance, and confidence that brings salvation. 

2. A call to trust in the Lord. Proverbs does not merely say, "Trust with all thy heart," but it says, "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart." It is not a trust in man, nor a trust in the statement of creed; it is trust in the Lord. The Lord is worthy of trust because He is ever true; and He is Truth. He is worthy of trust because He is faithful to all of His promises. He never fails His own. He is worthy of trust because He is, Himself, our Sacrifice for sin, our Saviour. 

3. A call to trust, as against leaning to our own understanding. Be we as wise as Solomon, or be we as well versed in knowledge as he, we dare not set our own understanding up against anything that God has spoken. 

Take the story of creation as it is written, and believe God against the words of any man. If you ask what is the province of our mind, we reply it is for this, that it may be renewed by the Holy Ghost. 

Trust in the Lord and lean upon Him, and not upon our own understanding. 

IV. THE KEY TO DIVINE GUIDANCE (Proverbs 3:6 ) 
1.Deuteronomy 4:6

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Deuteronomy+4:6&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Deuteronomy 4:6 is a postscript to Deuteronomy 4:5 .Deuteronomy 4:5

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Deuteronomy+4:5&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Deuteronomy 4:5 said, "Lean not unto thine own understanding"; Deuteronomy 4:6 says, "In all thy ways acknowledge Him." Surely if we are leaning upon our own wisdom, or upon our own understanding, we will not acknowledge Him. 

Here is the source of many life failures. We begin early to assert our own "think-sos," and "feel-sos," against our parents'; and, later on, we take up the same attitude against our God. 

How often do some little two-year-olds, resent the will of their parents! Some will even slap their mother, or make a drive at their father. 

This is sadly true in adults, many of them; they will not hear the voice of God, and, if they hear, they will not heed. They deliberately refuse God's will and way, and turn to their own. 

The Spirit in Isaiah 53:1-12 put it this way: "We have turned every one to his own way." John, in the Spirit, put it thus: "Sin is the transgression of the Law." To transgress is to go across. It is, simply stated, no more than plain contrariness. It is taking our own way as against God's. 

2. Our verse gives the positive path to Divine guidance. Here it is: "Acknowledge Him." How can God direct the path of anyone who refuses to acknowledge Him? 

If God tells one who is not ready to acknowledge the Lord, to do this or that, He is merely wasting His energy. God cannot guide the unyielded spirit. 

Here is the way it is written in Romans 12:1-21 : "Present your bodies a living sacrifice * * be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind"; then what? "That ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." 

So it is also in Proverbs: 

"Trust in the Lord"; "Lean not unto thine own understanding"; "In all thy ways acknowledge Him"; then what? "And He shall direct thy paths." 

V. A WARNING AGAINST SELF-WISDOM (Proverbs 3:7 ) 
1. "Be not wise in thine own eyes." Here is an admonition that is certainly worth while. Self-conceit is a most dreadful disease. It goes far toward making one obnoxious in the eyes of others. God has said, "Not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think." 

Pride of self-wisdom is just as evil as any other pride. It is the high look, and the thing which exalts itself, that God will bring low. "The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down." "The day of the Lord of Hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one. that is lifted up." 

2. "Depart from evil." This second admonition is also greatly needed. Many youths take pleasure in playing with sin. They like to play with a serpent, or a viper. Some go so far as to say that every young person must have his or her fling. They imagine that youth is the time for folly, and for the sowing of wild oats. If that be true, then full growth is the place for the harvesting of every evil deed. It is written: "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." If we sow to the wind, we shall reap the whirlwind; thus we reap even more than we sow. 

Let no one imagine that there is some fairy with a magical wand to change the evil fruitage of youth. God has made unerring laws to cover the wages of social, and of other sins. Evil will pass down, in its physical effects, unto the third and the fourth generation. 

3. "Depart from evil. It shall be health * *, marrow to thy bones." This is true to experience. He who shuns every evil way, and every evil fleshly desire, will find that it will mean much toward physical health and strength. Evil saps every physical power that tends to stalwart manhood or womanhood. 

If you want health in old age, have sobriety in your youth. If you sow to the flesh, you will pay for every seed which you sow, in physical and mental and spiritual suffering. 

VI. THE LAWS OF GIVING AND RECEIVING (Proverbs 3:9-10 ) 
1. Giving unto the Lord of the first fruits. Our verse reads: "Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase." 

Surely we have found one way at least in which we may give honor to the Lord. We may honor Him in our giving. We may particularly honor Him in giving Him of our first fruits. To him who would give God the sick, or the lame, or the thing which is polluted, God says, "A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a Father, where is Mine honour? and if I be a Master, where is My fear?" So real giving does give honor to the Lord. 

Real giving also means first-fruit giving. In this grace, as in every other phase of Christian living, Christ must be first. It is not for us to first retain for ourselves certain blessings, and then to give to God what is left over. Before we use anything for self, we must take out the first fruits for God. 

If we follow the injunction of Elijah, when he said to the woman, "Make me thereof a little cake first," we shall do well. If we do as the Corinthians did, and first give ourselves to the Lord, we will have no trouble in the proper and Scriptural method of "giving our substance." 

2. Receiving from the Lord His bounties. Our verse, Proverbs 3:10 , says, "So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine." The Spirit of God does not make this promise of assured bounties with the thought of inveigling saints into the giving of their first fruits unto God. He says this as an encouragement to obedience, to be sure; but He is emphasizing that God will not allow any of His servants to outgive Him. 

"A man there was (though some may count him mad), 

The more he cast away, the more he had." 

Of course he did have more, because he was only "casting it away" so far as human eyes go. In the sight of God he was laying up treasures in Heaven, and at the same time gaining increased earthly harvests down here. For my part I will continue giving to the Lord, knowing that He will receive it with joy; even as I receive with joy all that He so bountifully gives me. 

VII. THE BLESSINGS OF CHASTISEMENT (Proverbs 3:11-12 ) 
1. The Lord chasteneth us as sons. There is a great deal of difference between the chastening of a slave and of a son. We are sons. We are not only sons, but we are sons well beloved in the sight of the Lord. The Master may chasten His slave for the master's good, more than for the slave's good. The whip is used in order to create a fear in the heart of the slave, that will force him to faithful service. The son is chastened for his own good. 

In the Book of Hebrews where the Holy Spirit quotes the words of Proverbs, He enlarges upon them, with this statement: "He (chasteneth us) for our profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness." 

It is true that no chastening for the present time seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: "Nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." 

2. The Lord chasteneth whom He loveth. We must not think for one moment that, when we are corrected by the Divine hand, we are cast off as despised and rejected. Not at all. God's corrections are a sign of His love. Not only that, but He corrects us because He delighteth in us. 

Some parents may imagine that they should never correct their children or chasten them. Such a conception is altogether contrary to a properly directed love. If we want our children to grow up in sin and willfulness, we need but to leave them to their own way. God chastens us because He wants to bring us back into the place of righteousness and true holiness. 

Let us, therefore, not despise His chastenings, neither let us weary of His corrections. If we receive not the chastening of the Lord, we know that we are not sons, but bastards. True sonship means a faithful and a wise child-training, and true fatherhood will be sure to exert this corrective training. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The following words from Miss Havergal are right in line with the spirit of thankfulness that should grip us all for God's goodness! to us. 

All God's goodness to us is humbling. The more He does for us, the more ready we are to say, "I am not worthy of the least of all Thy mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant." The weight of a great answer to prayer seems almost too much for us. The grace of it is "too wonderful" for us. It throws up in such startling relief the disproportion between our little, poor, feeble cry, and the great shining response of God's heart and hand that we can only say: "Who am I. O Lord God, that thou hast brought me hitherto? Is this the manner of man, O Lord God?" But it is more humbling still, when we stand face to face with great things which the Lord has done for us and given us, which we never asked at all, never even thought of asking royal bounty, with which not even a prayer had to do. It is so humbling to get a view of these, that Satan tries to set up a false humility to hinder us from Standing still and considering how great things the Lord has done for us; thus he also contrives to defraud our generous God of the glory due unto His Name. For, of course, we do not praise for what we will not recognize. Let us try to baffle this device today, and give thanks for the overwhelming mercies for which we never asked. Frances R. Havergal. 

Verses 13-35
Seeking after Wisdom 
Proverbs 3:13-35 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The wise man versus the foolish man. Many a man who thinks himself to be wise is a fool. Why? Because he is building his hopes upon the sand. Perhaps it was his wisdom that made him self-confident. He did not care to listen to God, for he was worldly wise. He thought himself proficient in all things. He needed no Rock, Christ Jesus, so he thought, because he was able to build up his own method of salvation. 

Alas to such an one, when he awakes to find out that all his human wisdom was but the shifting, sinking sand. The wisdom of God, that demands the Rock Christ Jesus, he esteemed not. Therefore when the floods came and the winds blew, down he went. Let us learn this lesson: the philosophizing of worldly wisdom is not a safe foundation for eternity building. 

2. The words of the foolish. What are they? I have "much goods laid up for many years." He says to his soul, "Soul * * take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." Alas, for God says "Thou fool." This fool was worldly wise. How else could he have accumulated so much goods? He not only accumulated, but he laid his goods by in well-built barns, for safe keeping. He again showed himself humanly wise. 

No doubt the people all thought him a man of wisdom; God said he was a fool. He had, indeed, secured himself against a present-hour famine; but he had laid up nothing against the day of death; he had nothing laid by where moth and rust do not corrupt, and where thieves break not through nor steal, 

3. The atheism of the fool. Our Scripture says, "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God." Perhaps this fool was a wise man, as men count wisdom. He was wise in things "under the sun" but knew nothing of the things Divine. He, no doubt, boasted his learning, his wisdom, his lore. In his wisdom, however, he knew not God. 

His wisdom proved him a fool, inasmuch as he vainly and foolishly thought, in wisdom, that he could live as he listed, and be corrupt; he thought he could do abominable works. God looked down and saw that neither did he understand nor did he seek after, God. Therefore God said, "The fool hath said"; and God also said, "Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge?" 
4. When the wise are fools. We are in India as we write. No one dares to tell us that the people of India who worship idols, and who seem to know so little of God, are all ignorant. Not so. Among them are the ignorant, but among them are also many of India's greatest men men of culture and of learning. They are university men, men who are wise, as the world counts wisdom. Some of these men in India can rank among the earth's great men. Yet, are they wise as God reckons wisdom? 

Here is their description: "Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools." Then we read that they "changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator." Thus God has given them up to a reprobate mind, because they did not like to retain God in their knowledge. All we have said of certain men in India, we may say of certain men in America. 

5. Worldly wisdom is foolishness with God. Listen to the Scripture, "God made foolish the wisdom of this world." "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise." "The world by wisdom knew not God." "The foolishness of God is wiser than men." "God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise." "Your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men." 

Such words as the above should cause the worldly-wise man to ponder. These words breathe the deepest conviction of truth. 

I. WHERE WISDOM MAY BE FOUND (Proverbs 3:13 ) 
1. "Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding." The expression, "that getteth understanding" is easy for the world to grasp. It would say that understanding may be found in our colleges and universities. How, then, we ask, can trustworthy understanding come from a place which has a false wisdom? 

If wisdom's findings are false, then wisdom's teachings will be just as false. Understanding may be a "getting," but it must be gotten where true wisdom is to be found. 

Now we ask, where can wisdom be found? We thought, perhaps, that it was to be acquired by years of deepest study and search in the human storehouses of ancient and modern lore. 

Mark, then, these words: "For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of His mouth cometh knowledge and understanding" (Proverbs 2:6 ). "He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous." It is only when we are in touch with God, and walk in His ways, that wisdom will enter into our heart. 

2. A firm conviction with us. We may be called fanatical, and foolish; we are willing to bear that shame; yet we still think that true wisdom may be found only in the mines of God's revealed truth, as set forth in His Holy Book. 

Was David right when he said, "I have more understanding than all my teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation"? And when he said: "The entrance of Thy Words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple"? 

Was David correct when he said, "Thou through Thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies"; and when he said, "Make me to understand the way of Thy Precepts; so shall I talk of Thy wondrous works"? 

When God's Word enters into the heart it giveth light. It is a storehouse where wisdom may be found, It is a wealth of wisdom which gives understanding. 

We grant that institutions of learning, as a rule, give the Bible no place, or but a little place, in their curriculums; yet the Bible holds more inerrant truth than all other books besides. 

II. THE SUPREME VALUE OF WISDOM (Proverbs 3:14-18 ) 
1. "Better than * * silver * * than fine gold * * than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire." Here are statements which should be pondered. If we are going to traffic, we had better traffic with wisdom, than with silver or gold. Suppose we do merchandise, seeking for silver and gold; we are merchandising in the things which fade away. Silver and gold may be used, in wisdom, for the good of mankind and for God, and with this as an aim it surpasses, by far, the mere thought of laying up treasures on earth; however, if we will merchandise in wisdom, we will be able to do a far greater good for our fellow man, and will, withal, be laying up a better heritage against the world to come. 

2. To find wisdom is better than rubies, because wisdom is worth more, in the Divine market, than rubies and all else we can ever desire. We know that the street of the New Jerusalem will be paved with pure gold; that does not by any means suggest that pure gold shall hold the place of honor in 'Heaven. The streets of gold are but to tread upon; while wisdom will be crowned with eternal honors. 

Remember we are not speaking of the wisdom that stands for human scholarship and skill; we speak of the wisdom that cometh down from above. Nothing can be compared to that. 

3. Wisdom is the source of other beneficences. 
(1) Length of days is in her right hand. To know God and to walk in wisdom, assures long life and a life full of deepest joy. 

(2) Riches and honor are in her left hand. Because we are wise, does not, necessarily, cut us off from either riches or honor. Solomon asked for wisdom, and God gave him both honor and riches. 

(3) Wisdom is a tree of life to those who lay hold upon her. We have been shut out, in this life, from the Tree of Life in the garden of Eden; here, however, is a tree of life bearing precious fruit, open to all. Happy is every one who has wisdom. 

III. WHERE DIVINE WISDOM WAS OPERATIVE (Proverbs 3:19-20 ) 
1. "The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth." Here is a statement that all must grant as true. The three false friends of Job could not confound him. He spoke of God better than his false comforters. However, Job had as a chief asset the boast of his knowledge, as well as the boast of his worthiness. Then, when God came on the scene and spoke to Job, He asked questions that caused Job to see his own nothingness. 

Among other things God said to Job, "Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding." Then God entered into things which staggered Job, although he was the greatest man of the East. We would like the men of earthly wisdom to study Job 38:1-41 and Job 39:1-30 , and answer the various questions which God propounded to Job. It may be that they also will learn something of their own ignorance. 

The earth and the Heavens do declare not only the glory of God, but also His great wisdom. 

2. "By His knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew." God steps down from the creation of a world, to the drops of dew that alight upon the earth. Come, now, explain a dewdrop. We may tell much about it, but we cannot take one, in the clouds of Heaven, and carry it from the sea to distant lands. 

We wrote a little poem some time ago, which describes the worldly wise professor as he is questioned by a little girl. 

I boasted my knowledge, my learning, my lore; 

Acknowledged no Saviour, no God did adore; 

Then, one day, a lassie all artlessly said, 

"Pray, what is a lily?" I dropped down my head: 

"A lily? I cannot describe it," said I, 

"I neither can tell you its how or its why; 

I know that a lily is wondrously sweet, 

I know it is clothed with a beauty, replete; 

Yet, I cannot tell you how it came to be, 

And I could not fashion one, dear, do you see?" 

The little girl solemnly lifted her eyes, 

And looked in my face with an artless surprise; 

"God did it, professor, so now can't you see, 

'Twas God made the lily, and God that made me?" 

Yes, God, in wisdom, wrought out His handiwork, and let us believe and trust in Him. 

IV. WHAT WE SHOULD DO WITH WISDOM, AND WHAT IT WILL DO FOR US (Proverbs 3:21-24 ) 
1. Wisdom should be kept as a most valuable portion. After telling of the wisdom of God as seen in His creation, the admonition comes; "My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion." May we never join that worldly popular group of the so-called college-bred, who throw the wisdom of God to the winds; who humanize God, dragging Him down to the depths of some tribal God of the Jews; or some imagery of the mind; and then straightway deify and immortalize their own brains. 

2. Wisdom will be life to the soul. Divine wisdom will vitalize our soulish; that is, our mental man. One who told me she was willing to relinquish her own better sense, and mental unbeliefs, and take God's Word as true, although to her it had ever been a bundle of myths, came to me afterward and said, "When I threw away my own mind, to take God's mind, it is wonderful what He did." This is what she said, "Somehow or other all the seemingly meaningless Bible truth, which had seemed to me so unbelievable, began to glow and glisten with a beauty of fact that now appeared reasonable and easy for my mind to accept." She had taken God's wisdom, relinquished her own, only to have it returned to her, full of certainties and truth. 

3. Wisdom makes life's walk a way of safety. How wonderful. The youth who takes Divine wisdom will find that he is prepared to escape the tempter's snare and to journey on his way without stumbling. 

4. Wisdom takes away fear. " When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid; yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet." 

It seems to me that wisdom is a begetter of faith. As we learn to know God, and to behold His stately steppings, we learn that the God who created us caves for us. 

There is another Scripture that says that love casteth out fear. We find here that the wisdom that cometh down from above, does the same thing. We can sleep the sleep of peace. As we rest, we can say, "Thou God seest me." We will feel that we are safely sheltered under the shadow of His wings. 

V. THE ALL-PROTECTING GOD (Proverbs 3:25-26 ) 
1. "Be not afraid of sudden fear." It does not matter from whence the danger may suddenly appear, there is One who watches over us, who will deliver us. 

To be sure, such a promise is not given to a disobedient soul. It is only when one makes God His satisfying Portion, and when he looks to Him in trusting confidence that the Lord will shelter him from evil. 

Even when plagues fall upon those around us, He can keep them from touching those who trust Him. If we say of the Lord, "He is my * * Fortress: my God; in Him will I trust," then we may rest on the promise, "Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence." 

It is when He is our Protection that we need not be afraid "for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness." 

Even though a thousand fall at our side, and ten thousand at our right hand, we need not fear. 

What does it matter, 

Though dark the day may be? 

What does it matter, 

Thought nought of light I see? 

There's One above me, 

Who lives to love me; 

There's nought can matter when 

Christ Jesus cares for me, 

2. "The Lord shall be thy Confidence." He is worthy of trust. Let Him, therefore, be our everlasting Confidence. Let others doubt: we will still believe; let others look to men and human stays: we will stay our hearts upon Him. 

Remember that the house that was builded upon the rock fell not when the storm came, the rain fell, and the floods rose. Let us, then, like wise men, build upon the Solid Rock. 

He will keep our foot from being taken. Praise His Name! 

VI. DOING GOOD TO OTHERS (Proverbs 3:27-29 ) 
1. We should help, in every possible way, our neighbors. It is not right to say, "Am I my brother's keeper?" Certainly we owe it to every man to fulfill all that is due to him. Much of the unrest of the age in which we live, is because men shut their eyes to the need of those who have not. 

We should by no means even suggest that the drifting crowd, who are unwilling to toil, should harvest from the toils of others. We speak of the one who is in honest need, and who has a right to appeal to others. We speak of the widow, and the orphan, the sick, and the afflicted. Our verse says, "Them to whom it is due." 

Above all we, as Christians, should care for our brothers and sisters in Christ, who need our aid. If we see our brother have need, and we shut up our bowels of compassion against him, how dwelleth the love of God in us? 

2. We should not say, "Go, and come again," providing we have the needed supply at hand. Deferred help, though good, is often the cause of much sorrow. Perhaps, in the realm of beneficences, "Do it now" would prove a good motto. 

When God lays upon us any call, we must remember that "The King's commandments require haste." To delay may be to lose our opportunity altogether. 

3. We should not devise evil against our neighbor. May we suggest that we should not even wish him evil. There are too many ill-advised words spoken against those whom we should help. Even if our enemies hunger we should feed them; if they thirst, we should give them to drink. 

The Lord will attend to the wicked. Why should we avenge ourselves of them? Why should we judge? God has said, "Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord." Let us leave it with God. 

In Proverbs 3:32-33 and Proverbs 3:34 , we are given three contrasts: 

(1) "The froward is abomination to the Lord; but His secret is with the righteous." 

(2) "The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked; But He blesseth the habitation of the just." 

(3) Surely He scorneth the scorners: But He giveth grace unto the lowly. 

Let us then leave all judgment unto the Son, where God hath put it, and seek to do good unto all men. 

VII. A GLORIOUS INHERITANCE (Proverbs 3:35 ) 
We now come to the last verse of our study, and once more we are writing the words of the wise. 

1. "The wise shall inherit glory." 
(1) There is a present-day inheritance of glory for the wise. Greater is a wise man than he who taketh a city. It was the fame of Solomon and his wisdom that brought the Queen of Sheba from afar. 

We read: "Wisdom is better than strength." Again we read: "Wisdom is better than weapons of war." 

In Ecclesiastes it is written: "Wisdom is good with an inheritance." 

(2) There is a future inheritance of glory. God has said, "They that be wise shall shine as the * * stars." 

Here is something that may be ours in the days beyond. If we have cherished and walked in the ways of wisdom, even the wisdom that cometh from above, the wisdom which God giveth; and if we have forsaken every evil way, then our rewards will be great in heaven. 

2. Fools shall inherit shame. There is a great deal of judging which is premature. We see the man who rejects God's wisdom, and follows in the way of fools, such as we have heard described in this study; they seem, for a while, to prosper in this world, yet shame awaits them. 

Let us not think for one moment that the man who has refused to know God, to seek His will, and to walk in His ways, shall eternally prosper. In the Book of Deuteronomy there is a verse which says: "O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end" ! The difficulty with fools is that they live only for the present moment. They are like the swine which will follow the corn even though it leads them to the slaughter-house. 

There is another verse that says: "How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Dr. J. R. Miller has told us how God increases us in wisdom and in strength from day to day. 

Christ gives into no man's hand at the beginning of his life a finely trained, fully developed mind. The great poets and writers of the world began with only one pound. There was capacity for growth, but that was all. Christ gives to no one at the start a noble, full-statured, rich, transfigured Christian character, with spiritual graces all blossoming out The most saintly Christians began with very little saintliness, very little spiritual power. The most useful men in the church began with a very small and imperfect sort of usefulness. Those whose influence for good now touches thousands of lives, and extends over whole communities, or fills an entire country, had nothing to begin with but one little pound of capacity which the Master intrusted to them. This is the principle on which all our Lord's gifts are distributed. He puts into our hands a little at first; and as we use what we have, and gain experience, and show ability, and prove faithful to our trust, He adds more and more, giving us all we can use well, and as fast as we can use it. 

"By thy own soul's law learn to live; 

And, if men thwart thee, take no heed; 

And, if men hate thee, have no care; 

Sing thou thy song, and do thy deed; 

Hope thou thy hope, and pray thy prayer, 

And claim no crown they will not give." 

J. R. Miller. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-27
Sacred Exhortations 
Proverbs 4:1-27 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
It is well, now and then, to step aside and consider what God has to say to young men and women; as well as to consider what He says to their fathers and mothers. The home must ever remain the greatest bulwark of the State. The church has realized the need of saving the youth of the land, in its great effort through its Sunday Schools. 

1. Let us first, however, briefly observe the obligations of the father. The Scripture at the head of this study begins like this: "And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up." 

If this Divine injunction were obeyed there would be but little difficulty in seeing the children truly saved. The difficulty with children usually lies with the parents, and not infrequently with the father. 

2. Let us, next, observe the obligations of the mother. A mother holds a very close contact with her children. She is with them from morning till night. She watches over them. She discovers their frailties, and also their better qualities. It is not difficult for her to lead them in the way of life, and light, and love. 

The verse in Proverbs 31:1-31 has always gripped us: "She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed." God give us mothers like the one described in this remarkable chapter. 

3. The obligations of children to their parents. God's Word is very definite in its instruction to boys and girls. It says: "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right." The Bible, however, demands more than a legal obedience. It adds: " Honour thy father and mother; which is the first Commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth." 

In my 65th year, I still feel much of the same feeling toward my father who is alive at 91 (since deceased Pub.), that I felt in the days of my boyhood. It has never passed away, and I know it never will. 

4. Let us consider something of the model young man. Timothy is described in the Bible as Paul's dearly beloved son. When Paul addresses him as such, he says: "When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also." 

Somehow it seems to us that what was true of Timothy is true of us all. Surely there are few stalwart and faithful children who did not have the same kind of parents at least on one side. 

We delight in seeing young men and young women who are possessed of an unfeigned faith. We delight to see them clothed in the spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

Timothy was a young man who fled from youthful lusts, and who followed righteousness, and faith, and charity, and peace. We trust that everyone who studies this lesson will prove himself of the same quality. 

5. Let us observe a young man who was an example to others. Sometimes youths are timid to assert themselves; especially in the presence of those who are older than they Paul, however, wrote to the young man, Timothy, saying, "Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers." Somehow we feel this is written to all young people. 

I. THE GLORY OF OBEDIENCE (Proverbs 4:1-4 ) 
1. Giving ear to instruction. To us there is something very significant in the opening words of our text: "Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father." The words suggest the value of a father's superior wisdom and knowledge. The father is, of course, older than his child, and years tend to wisdom. 

God knew this when He said, "Children, obey your parents." He knew it when He said, Bring up your children in the way that they should go. It is not safe to leave youth to their own way and will. They need guidance. Therefore, how necessary it is for children to give ear to what they hear from their parents. 

2. Attending to know understanding. A babe comes into the world in utter ignorance. He must be taught, as he grows from babehood into childhood, and from childhood into youth. He therefore should give himself to know understanding. He must apply himself. He must give attention to reading, to study, to observation of everything about him. He must apply himself with all diligence to the task of improvement, otherwise he will see others surpassing him in knowledge and preparation for life. 

3. He must seek for good doctrine. It is not enough for him to give attention to instruction. He must also have a good instructor. His father must give him good doctrine, and good law. Herein we see that the greatest responsibility lies in parenthood; and yet, the child must be a willing listener, an apt scholar, and quick to obey instruction. 

4. Solomon's father and mother. Here is a beautiful touch. The wise man says, "For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother." "He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live." 

David was a very busy man with the affairs of the kingdom, and yet he took time to instruct his son. The mother also loved her child and covered him with protection and tender consideration. Oh, that parents would give due heed to their responsibilities and opportunities! 

II. A CALL TO INTEGRITY (Proverbs 4:5-6 ) 
1. The danger of declining from the words of parental instruction. How often have we seen young men and young women refusing to walk under the guiding hand of a real father and mother. They would rather listen to the enticing words of the evil one. They would rather follow the instruction of the wicked who are always in waiting to carry the youth away from the paths of rectitude. 

We remember, as a lad, how a man under our father's employ did everything he knew how to teach us to wander, and to go into sin. There were also groups of other boys of our own age who were always on hand to lead us astray. We can thank God that He led us in those crises into obedience to our own parents. We thank God that they had the knack to secure our confidence, and to hold our affection. 

2. The danger of forsaking the good for the bad. David foresaw this for Solomon. Solomon foresaw it for his own children. There is something in the human heart that seems to prefer the evil to the good, the paths of sin to the ways of righteousness. Some one has said that we are as prone to do evil as sparks are to fly upward. Our natures are poisoned by inbred sin. 

If a father or a mother imagines that children, left to their own impulses, will choose the better way, they should consider their propensities to evil. 

The youths, themselves, should be taught the danger of yielding to their own inward desires. The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. If we walk in the sight of our eyes, and in the ways of our hearts, we will be sure to fall by the way. There must be within us a power to say No. There must be a crucifixion of the flesh and of its lustings. 

The danger of drifting is too great for any young man or young woman to be left a prey to their own natures. 

III. AN EXHORTATION TO EMBRACE THE GOOD (Proverbs 4:7-9 ) 
1. "Therefore get wisdom: * * get understanding." There should be instilled into every young life the thought of reaching out for the good, of acquiring the best. Wisdom is the principal thing. Therefore, get wisdom. Understanding is very vital. Therefore, with all of thy getting, get understanding. 

It may be difficult for young people to acknowledge that they do not know everything. The flesh desires to follow self-confidence. The ego is very strong in all. We think that we can do it. The true parent will try to instill into the mind of the child the need of accumulation, of growth, of getting. They must hold before their children that there are many things to be obtained things higher up, and further on. 

2. "Exalt her * * embrace her." These words, culled from Proverbs 4:8 , are written to create ideals, to instill high conceptions. If the wisdom which cometh down from above is supreme, then this wisdom should be exalted, and should be embraced. If the wisdom which cometh down from above leads to honor, to a long life, and to everything that promotes righteousness, then the youth should stretch every nerve to attain her. 

The young man or the young woman delights in games with the thought of winning. He delights in contests at school with prizes in view. Teach him that he is in a race for an honor, a glory, and a crown that will not only outshine ail other things but which will endure forever. 

Instruct him to become enthusiastic in the reach for the upper realms, where God's good things await him. Life should be set before him as something that is filled with possibilities that are far above and beyond the lowlands of natural affections. If it is a matter of fun to win in a trivial game, a passing race, how much more should the higher, holier, and more abiding things of life appeal. 

IV. AVERTING THE DANGERS OF YOUTH (Proverbs 4:10-13 ) 
1. Does holy living pay? This is a question that often comes to the mind of the young. The enemy is always painting roseate pictures of sinful and worldly living. He promises all kinds of fleshly enjoyment, and that without damage. 

God steps on the scene and gives full warning of the results of feeding the flesh. He demonstrates the folly of following in the ways of wickedness. He says, "The wages of sin is death." Then He turns the picture around and tells us that long life will be given to those who receive His wisdom, and who walk in His sayings. 

For our part, we trust the words of the Lord, and believe that all God promises is true. We believe it not alone because God says this or that, but also because our observations, during the years have proved every word to be true. We have seen with our own eyes the tragic ending of those who have followed after sin. We have seen the wreckage, beheld the heartaches, and have watched with sorrow the tragedies of lives that went after sin. Alas, alas, how pitiable is the end of the wicked! How terrible is the harvest of those who sow to the flesh! 

On the other hand, we have observed the life and the fruitage of men who, from their youth, have walked in wisdom and sobriety. We have seen those who refused every call of the evil one, and chose to follow God in the days of their youth. We have seen their happy homes, their delightful families, their hairs whitening into a good old age; and we have said, "All that God wrote is true." 

2. May sin and sorrow be averted? We often ask, what is the chance of living without being engulfed in the woes of the wicked? We are in a world of sin and shame: may we be kept from its ravages? We are dwelling in darkness: may we yet walk in light? 

With others falling all around us, may we walk safely on our way? With other homes broken, hearts blasted, hopes blighted, may we yet have the light of life, and of joy, and peace? 

As we have weighed these things we have truly found that while all of us are heirs of others' sins, yet much of life's miseries are self-engendered. If we walk in Wisdom, and Understanding that is Divinely given, we shall have long life; our steps will not be straightened; we shall not stumble when we run. 

V. A TRIPLE WARNING (Proverbs 4:14-15 ) 
1. The first warning "Enter not." Satan's placards are many, and they are attractively gotten up. The devil is a great advertiser. Take the pictures of the cigarette that emblazon every highway. They are so pictured as to "catch" the unwary. Young women predominate, as though they were all devotees of the weed. The billboards picture the cigarette as the harbinger of health and happiness. The billboards even show athletes as smokers of this or that brand. So the story goes. The movie is made a place of great attractiveness; the race track, the drinking saloon, the dance hall, all are made scenes of beauty. 

Against all of this God writes: "Enter not." 

2. The second warning: "Go not." We think of the first Psalm: "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful." 

Think you that one can play with fire and not be burned? Think you that one can go in the way of sinners, and not be led into sin. We will always partake of the nature and the ways of those with whom we associate. We will, day by day, grow into the likeness of the ones with whom we have comradeship. 

3. The third warning: "Pass not by it." God. the Spirit, seems to be warning the young man and the young woman that there is danger not only in entering in, and in going in the way, but that it is dangerous to pass by. The only safe course for any of us, is to "Avoid it"; to "Pass not by it"; to "Turn from it"; to "Pass away." 

For this cause we have made it a rule of our life not to attend any function where there is evil. We have refused to watch others dance, play cards, drink, etc. We have taken, not only now, but in our youth, a definite and positive stand against any fellowship with evil. 

Yes, we might have had the strength to withstand temptation; however, we never gave ourselves the opportunity to be tempted when we could avoid it. 

What has been the result? Instead of lessening our joys and peace and happinesses, we believe we have greatly augmented them. 

VI. A SOLEMN COMPASSION (Proverbs 4:18-19 ) 
1. Here is a message of accumulative blessing. " The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day." 

First, we have some one walking in the light. "If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another." Here is a path that is marked with blessed fellowship. It is a way of joy. It is a walk of illumination. 

Second, we have some one walking in an ever-increasing light. There is but one assurance for an ever-increasing light, and that is to walk in the way that leads toward the light. It will get brighter then, day by day, because each day we are getting nearer to the light. 

Third, there is some one walking toward a perfect day. That day is to be realized when we reach Heaven. There is such a place and there is such a condition "the perfect day." 

2. Here is a message of accumulative evil. " The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble." They first entered into the way of the wicked, then they went down the way; then they passed into darkness; and then they stumbled and fell. 

The sinner hopes in vain for that brighter day. Around his next shore line, there is always another day of deepening misery and disappointment. He is moving on into that place where the blackness of darkness is reserved forever and ever. 

VII. SEVEN FINAL ADMONITIONS (Proverbs 4:23-27 ) 
1. "Keep thy heart with all diligence." The heart is vital to every functioning of physical life. It is also vital to the issues of spiritual life. 

Our text says, "For out of it are the issues of life." We say the heart pumps the blood throughout the body to sustain its life. God says that the heart not only gives out blood, but that from it flows the "issues" of life. So the heart is both a physical organ, but it also stands for the seat of good or of evil. 

2. "Put away from thee a froward mouth." With this we will include, "And perverse lips put far from thee." Out of the mouth proceedeth both the evil and the good. The tongue may be set on fire of hell, and it may be the source of blessing. Let us remember that our conversation is in Heaven. Let us put, therefore, a watch upon our lips. 

3. "Let thine eyes look right on." And, "Let thine eyelids look straight before thee." If we look to the right and to the left, we will be turning in that direction. If we look behind us, we will be in danger of becoming satisfied with past attainments. We must let our eyes look right on, and move on our way, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith. 

4. "Ponder the path of thy feet." Our mothers used to tell us to look before we stepped. We must ponder our path and ask whither it leadeth us. We must not go on until we know where we are going. There is too much of blindness to what lies ahead, in the world today. Let us cultivate looking far past the present scene. 

5. "Let all thy ways be established." We do not want to rush into untried and uncommanded paths. We must not be looking for paths that present thrills. We must have ways that are established, fixed. We must never walk in every wind of doctrine, and cunning craftiness of men. 

6. "Turn not to the right hand nor to the left." An established way does not permit of varied bypaths. When we turn aside to try new things we must leave the beaten track. We know that bypaths may be made attractive at the junction of the way: however, at the next bend of the road they will surely lead to some pond of discord, or to some hill of despair. 

7. "Remove thy foot from evil." If we have taken one in the wrong way, we must be quick to remove our foot. The path of evil may be portrayed as the quickest path to the good. But it is never so. Evil never leads to anything that spells peace, or plenty, or to any righteous way. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
In line with the general trend of this study, both parents and children need to watch that little member, the tongue. 

I saw a terrible fire some time ago, or rather, I saw the reflection of it in the sky; the heavens were crimsoned with it. It burned a large manufactory to the ground, and the firemen had hard work to save the buildings which surrounded it. They poured streams of water on it from fifteen engines; but it licked it up, and would have its course till the walls gave way. That terrible fire was kindled by a farthing rushlight. In America the Indians strike a spark from a flint and steel, and set fire to the dry grass, and the flames spread till they sweep like a roaring torrent over the prairies as large as England, and men and cattle have to flee for their lives. "Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a fire." A few rash words will set a family, and even a nation, by the ears. Half the lawsuits and half the wars have been brought about by the tongue. Husband and wife have separated forever, children have forsaken their homes, bosom-friends have become bitter foes all on account of fiery arrows shot by this powerful little member. Biblical Encyclopedia. 
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Verses 1-27
Making the Most of Life 
Proverbs 27:1-27 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
God has given to each of us a life freighted with many privileges and with many opportunities. There is a little verse in the New Testament which reads: "Redeeming the time, because the days are evil." We need to know how to redeem every moment, and to make the best of each day, as it is passing by. We have five observations taken from the opening verses of today's chapter. 

1. The brevity of life. Proverbs 27:1 tells us, "Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth." There are many Scriptures which suggest to us the shortness of life. One Scripture speaks of life as "the grass * * which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven." 

Life may be compared to a passing cloud, which flits across the horizon, above our heads, and then disappears. 

Life may again be compared to a dream, or a summer's day. For a little while it seems full of joy and of gladsome visions, and then we wake up but to find it gone. 

Life is like a ship on sea. It starts on its way, when it leaves port, while every day it hastens to its destiny. If life is short, we certainly need to use it as it passes. 

2. The uncertainty of life. This is suggested for us in the latter half of our verse. "Thou knowest not what a day may bring forth." We can only see one step ahead. No man knoweth what the future may hold. We know neither the sorrow nor the joys, the pains nor the pleasures, around the next shore line. There may be accidents, or diseases or what not. Surely, our vision at best is brief. The whole world sometimes wakes up to find itself suddenly thrust into war. The storm breaks unannounced. The earthquake comes unexpected. 

3. Buying up the time. If life is short, we want to occupy while we may. We have no time to waste in idle lounging. When a certain king was dying, he offered the doctor fabulous wealth for a few more days of life. This, the doctor had no power to give. Life seems very precious when it is gone. Some one has pictured "opportunity" as a fleeing man, bald upon the back of his head, and with but a tuft of hair upon his forehead. In other words, you must take opportunity as it appears if you would grasp it. 

4. Men who put off their salvation are not wise. We can remember how Felix said, "Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee." Agrippa afterward said, "Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian." Neither the one nor the other, so far as the records go, ever came to Christ. 

He who puts off his salvation may never find the time to be saved. The truth is God only calls us one time; and now is that time. It is written, "Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation"! 

5. Christians who delay service. There is another little Scripture which reads, "As thy servant was busy here and there, he was gone." If we have any word to say, any warning to utter, let us do it now. One day we entered the office of an outstanding lawyer and we saw the three words, "Do It Now," in a beautiful frame upon his desk. He told us that they were his motto. 

When we went to South America there were two words that we heard so frequently. The words were "Ha amanha." The words translated, are, "There is a tomorrow." It seemed to us that this was a reminder that they would never do anything today, that they could do tomorrow. They forgot that tomorrow may never come. 

I. WOUNDS VS. KISSES (Proverbs 27:6 ) 
Our verse reads: "Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful." 

1. The blessings of the rod. The Bible says, "He that spareth his rod hateth his son." Proverbs 27:5 in our chapter says, "Open rebuke is better than secret love." When a friend wounds another, he does not do it to destroy. He does it to aid. 

We have read of how God did tempt, or test Abraham. However, God's testings to Abraham, were sent in order that he might mount higher. 

The temptations of Satan are given to cast us down, to overwhelm us, and lay us low. The temptings of a friend are always given to lead to something better. We all know that, "whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth." True love does not fail to see the faults of a friend. 

2. The curses of vain praise. Our verse says that "the kisses of an enemy are deceitful." Our minds go immediately to Judas and his kiss. His kiss was a kiss of betrayal. Under the guise of affection, he sought to deliver his Lord into the hands of His enemies. 

Sometimes young people approach others with fullsome praise, for no other reason than to lead them to their ruin. When Caesar saw Brutus, his trusted and familiar friend, drawing a dagger to slay him, it quite vanquished him. 

We need to weigh carefully and wisely the plaudits of this world. It is far better to have one that we love to stand, with his arm around us, and wound our pride; than to have one who despises us, talk glibly but vainly with praise. 

The world will put on its best face when it seeks to lead some unsuspecting life into its clutches. The woman of sin, who has no other purpose save the destroying of some youth, will approach him with fair words. 

This is the way the Word of God puts it: "Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner. So she caught him, and kissed him." A little further we read, "With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him." It is of this that the Spirit warns us when He says in our verse, "The kisses of an enemy are deceitful." 

II. PLENTY AND PENURY (Proverbs 27:7 ) 
"The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet." The words bring before us two phases of life: the one, that of a soul hungry and famishing; the other, of a soul filled with every good thing. 

1. The bane of abundance. There are many, of course, who have the idea that money is the root of every blessing. God, however, says that "the love of money is the root of all evil." Then God adds, "Which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows." 

The difficulty with those who have riches lies in the fact that they expect their riches to satisfy them. However, "He that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow." More than that, the rich are, somehow, in danger of turning away from the Lord. 

The rich young ruler went off rejecting the Son of God, for the simple reason that his heart's affections were set upon his wealth. The farmer whose barns were overfilled said: "I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; * * eat, drink, and be merry." Down from the blue, God spoke saying, "Thou fool"! 

2. The blessings of hunger. We would hardly go to the empty larder in order to find blessings. We would hardly think that hunger would be a steppingstone to plenty; and yet, so it often is. Did not Jesus say, "Woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation." 

Here is another expression; "Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep." The Lord also said, "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled." Again he said, "Blessed be ye poor; for yours is the Kingdom of God." "Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh." 

The Laodicean Church boasted its riches, saying, "I * * have need of nothing." The Lord said quickly, that they were "miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." If hunger will drive us unto God, unto His fullness, unto His riches that never fail, then let that hunger come. 

III. THE WANDERER (Proverbs 27:8 ) 
Here is a striking verse: "As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place." There is much in the Bible about the backslider. The Book of Jeremiah particularly emphasizes the one who wanders away from God. The story is given in part as follows: "Thou hast * * scattered thy ways to the strangers, under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed My voice, saith the Lord." 

Thus it was that Jeremiah thundered forth his Lamentation, and wrote, "How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people?" The Prophet says of backsliding Israel, "She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks. * * Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper." 

There is nothing sadder than the story of a youth who wanders away from his home. We are all familiar with the Prodigal Son. It was the love of the world that caught him. He went out into the far country to get pleasure but he got pain. He went out to live riotously, and he fed the swine. He went out full, but came back empty. 

God pity the wanderer. When David turned aside and went after Bath-sheba, did he rejoice? Nay, for two years his bones waxed old with their roaring all the day. When Peter wandered from the Lord he went out, and wept bitterly. 

There is no pleasure when a bird wandereth from her nest, or when a man wandereth from his place. Home is the place of security, and of safety, as well as joy and pleasure. 

IV. TRAPS BY THE WAY (Proverbs 27:12 ) 
"A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished." 

1. The snares which are set for the downfall of youth. The Bible says "the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, * * should shine unto them." 

The trap, or snare which Satan places to catch the youth, are never seen, but lie hidden away under the pleasures of this world, under the deceitfulness of riches, under the praise and the flattery of human lips. 

It is written, "When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace." The devil is too wise to set forth the dangers of his pathway. He paints them with rosy hues, and delightful colors. Satan goes about as a wolf in sheep's clothing. He is but deceiving us, for he is, in truth, "a roaring lion, * * seeking whom he may devour." 

The Bible speaks of those "who are taken captive by him at his will." The man or the woman who allows himself or herself to become ensnared by the devil, is called "simple," by the wise man. The "prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself." 

Abraham looked afar off. He saw, with the eye of faith, the burning of Sodom. Lot, on the other hand, had a circumscribed vision, and walked into Satan's snares. He pitched his tent toward Sodom, and there he was soon entrapped. 

2. The great deliverance. If any young man, reading these words, finds himself in Satan's traps, let him lift up his voice unto Jesus Christ. Of Him it is written, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me * * to preach deliverance to the captives, * * to set at liberty them that are bruised." 

V. THE REWARDS OF THE RIGHTEOUS (Proverbs 27:18 ) 
"Whosoever keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth on his master shall be honoured." 

1. An example in farming. The expression, "keepeth the fig tree," carries with it the idea of faithful husbandry. If you go by the farm of the sluggard, you will find his walls are falling down, his hedges are broken; while the weeds, destroy his planting. No farmer expects to reap a harvest unless he tills the soil. There is, however, not alone the sowing of the seed, and the cultivating of plants. 

We can pass from the life of the farmer, to any other sphere. Take for instance, the shepherd. Proverbs 27:23 says: "Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds." We dare not leave everything to take care of itself, We must be faithful. Have you not read, "Seest thou a man diligent in business? he shall stand before kings." Have you not read that a good soldier should; endure hardness? 

2. The example applied to spiritual living. Does not God seem to be using the natural and true laws of harvest, to set forth the spiritual laws of increase and rewards? Christ has said, "Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be." 

He who took his talent, and wrapped it in a napkin, shall receive nothing of the Lord. The Apostle Paul said, "So run, that ye may obtain." The incorruptible crown shall be given only to those, who have laid aside every weight; who have kept their bodies under and brought them into subjection. 

Let us, from this hour, forget the things behind, and press unto the things which are before. Let us begin now to lay up for ourselves treasures in Heaven. 

The Apostle John speaks of some who will be ashamed from before the Lord, at His Coming. 

The Apostle Peter urges that we give diligence to add to our faith, virtue; to virtue, knowledge; and etc. His call for this "adding" is that we may obtain an abundant entrance unto the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Apostle Paul stretched every nerve, as he pressed toward the prize of the up-calling of God in Christ Jesus. Shall we not follow the examples of these early saints? If we would have fruit in abundance in our eternal inheritance, We must "keep our fig tree." 

VI. THE FOLLY OF RICHES (Proverbs 27:24 ) 
"For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown endure to every generation?" Relative to riches we wish to present two lines of thought. 

1. The riches which perish. Our key text says very plainly, "Riches are not for ever." We suppose that most of the readers are familiar with the words of Ecclesiastes. This Book describes everything that a man may have under the sun. It particularly sets forth the vanity of riches under the story of Solomon's own accumulations. None other was as rich as he. He made great works, he builded houses, he planted vineyards, he made paradises and orchards. 

Solomon instituted his own irrigation system. He had servants and maidens in abundance. He had great possessions in every way. He gathered silver and gold, and the peculiar treasures of kings and provinces. Solomon had his own theatricals; his own singers and musicians. These men played on musical instruments of all sorts. The truth is that there was no joy which wealth could afford that was kept from Solomon. 

However, when he looked on all that his hands had wrought, he cried, "There is no profit under the sun." He even said, "I hated all my labour * * because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me." 

The richest man of the world stood viewing all of his wealth, and said, "As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hands." Do you marvel that our key verse says, "For riches are not for ever; and doth the crown endure to every generation?" Do you marvel that Solomon, who in the Spirit wrote these words, bitterly despaired of his own life? The truth is that everything he had, was left behind. 

2. The riches which live forevermore. There is another side to the story of riches, which we wish to present. Jesus Christ told us how we could lay up our treasures in Heaven. In order to do this, of course, we must be able to place them here where they will make friends to receive us into everlasting habitations. Riches kept by the owners thereof, will be kept to their hurt. Riches squandered in riotous living, will bring nothing but sorrow and loss; riches, however, employed in the propagation of the Gospel to the ends of the earth, or, in the caring for of the needy and impoverished, will be riches safeguarded unto the ages of the ages. 

He who is rich toward himself may be poor toward God. He who is poor toward himself, and rich toward God, will meet his riches beyond the skies. If we save our life we will lose it; if we lose it for Christ's sake, we will find it. 

VII. HELL'S CAPACITY (Proverbs 27:20 ) 
"Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied." 

1. Hell is the end of an ungodly life. We have been speaking thus far about how to make the most of life. We have brought out God's warning about squandering life, and God's blessings that protect and seal life. 

We slipped beyond the present world, and have discovered the rewards that lay beyond this life for the obedient and faithful. Now we come to the other side, under the expression, "Hell and destruction are never full." 

Does the man who follows after sin and sinful pleasures realize that he is being led, blindfolded, toward the pit of the abyss? Does he realize that he is going after the goddess of pleasure, or of riches straightway, "as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks"? 

Does the wicked stop to consider that he is "as a bird hasteneth to the snare, and knowest not that it is for his Hie"? Does he not know that the gaping mouth of hell is open to receive him, and that hell is never full? God has written, "the wicked shall be turned into hell." 

2. Once more we see that hell is the end of a misspent life. A sinner who lives carelessly, thoughtlessly, in his sins, is like a ship driven on a wild and stormy sea rushing on to its destruction. Hell is like a ravenous beast, devouring its prey. It is like the mighty deep swallowing up its victims. Hell is a bottomless abyss. 

Even now you can call to mind the story of the two sirens, who, with their beautiful music and enchantments, allured the seamen who passed their way into the meshes of despair. Satan is ever alert, the world is ever awake, the flesh is ever ready to call young men and young women from the paths which lead to God. The broad way and the wide gate always lead to destruction. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let us who would make the most of life, beware lest we live for self: 

Some people find it very hard to see over their own doorstep with the naked eye. The real story of their lives is this: 

"I had a little tea party 

This afternoon at three 

'Twas very small 

Three guests in all 

Just I, Myself, and Me. 

Myself ate up all the sandwiches, 

While I drank up the tea. 

'Twas also I who ate the pie 

And passed the cake to Me." 

Their interest is pretty much confined to what happens within their own four walls, in their own little town or their own church. Now to be interested in one's church is a good thing. But one who is interested in his own church only is never able to do very much for that church. He is worth far more to his own local church when his interest extends beyond it, when he has something like the feeling which Jesus had when He looked out over the multitudes and was filled with compassion for them. "The light which shines farthest shines brightest at home" and the man whose heart is filled with interest and sympathy for people at a distance from him has a heart all the more ready to take upon it the burdens of things nearest. The Continent. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-27
Divine Contrasts 
Proverbs 28:1-27 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We have another one of Solomon's messages which God gave to him. We will bring out several statements in the beginning of the chapter. 

1. A contrast in consciences. Proverbs 28:1 : "The wicked flee when no man pursueth; but the righteous are bold as a lion." Our minds immediately go to a self-accusing conscience on the part of the wicked. When a man is sinful he is afraid almost of his own shadow. He is continually imagining that some power of darkness is about to overwhelm him or that some law of the righteous is about to overtake him. 

We remember the story of Hood's poem, how the schoolmaster had slain a man for his money. When he went down the next day, he could not resist looking at the place where he had buried the man. It seemed to him that the corpse stared him in the face. Because of his guilty conscience, he took the body of the dead and threw it into a pond. Just as he was drawn to the place where the man was murdered, it now seemed to his vision as though the pond had turned to blood. Thus, he fretted for twenty years being pursued by his crime. 

Finally, he could retain himself no longer but returned to the scene of murder. There he sat calling the boys and girls who were en route to school, to his side. As the children gathered around him, he told them tinder the semblance of a dream, everything in detail of his slaughter of the years past. 

On the contrary, the righteous are bold as a lion. Their consciences are clean. There is nothing to cause them to tremble. They walk in peace by day, and rest in peace by night. 

2. A contrast in the attitude toward the poor. "A poor man that oppresseth the poor is like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food." Who is there who has not seen the ravage of devastating floods sweeping everything before it? We have seen a cyclone that left the ground barren of crop, of house, and of tree. Such is the state of the one who oppresseth the poor. He sweeps on without pity. The righteous, however, love the poor and seek to preserve them. 

3. A contrast between law-breakers and law-keepers. Men who break the law and forsake it, praise the wicked. Their delight is in those who are alike rebellious. They will not seek to overthrow the wicked, but rather to sustain them. On the other hand, one who keeps the Law will contend against those who break it. They will seek to establish, as well as to sustain the laws of the land, as well as the Laws of God. 

4. A contrast between the rich and the poor. Better is a poor man that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich." Society may exalt the rich even though they be rich through perverseness, but God only exalts those who are upright. A poor man who is righteous receiveth honor from God, while the rich man who is evil, will be brought low. 

5. A contrast in filial, and unfaithful sons. A wise son keepeth the law, and is in obedience to his father as well as to his country. The young man who rejects the law and also rejects his father; who seeks the companionship of the wicked, who follows in the ways of the ungodly, and of the riotous, loses that sense of honor towards his father, and towards his mother, which is the mark of a wise son. 

There is something about sin that robs a youth of every filial sense of honor and responsibility. We have seen young men who went the gates with the wicked; these same young men had no sense of shame, and home to them lost all its charms. They would forget their father, and neglect their mother. 

Two young men who spent their nights in riotous living returned to the bedside of their mother who was dying. They entered their home with a mien and manner that was altogether contrary to the throbbings of true sons. 

One young man, we knew, who, finding his mother dead, stole into the room where the undertaker was embalming the body. As the undertaker turned his face the young man carried to his lips a flask of alcohol, which the undertaker was using to embalm his dead mother, and drank it. When we preached the mother's funeral sermon, the young man was drunk and debauched. 

How different is the son who is obedient. He is a wise son, a consolation and a comrade to his parents and the joy of the community in which he lives. 

Thus we could go on, the contrast between the true and the false; the wicked and the righteous, the just and the unjust, are mentioned in many places in the Book of Proverbs. God grant that each of us may learn to know the Lord, and to walk in His ways. 

A young man or a young woman, ever so delightful in the days of their childhood, and ever so innocent, if they reject the ways of the Lord, and enter into the paths of the wicked, will soon become debased. Every time we see a man wallowing in the mire, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, let us think of him as he once was, the innocent child or babe in his mother's arms. How terrible is the ravage of sin. 

I. WHEREIN PRAYER BECOMES AN ABOMINATION (Proverbs 28:9 ) 
Our Scripture says, "He that turneth away his ear from hearing the Law, even his prayer shall be abomination." There are some who imagine that the wicked can pray, and that his prayers will ascend to God. This verse, however, is very plain. It tells us not only that the prayer of a law rejecter is unheard; it says that his prayer is an abomination. How can he, who tramples under feet the Laws of God, seek audience with God? 

If we regard iniquity in our heart, the Lord will not hear us. Unclean hands do not go with prayerful lips. In the Book of Isaiah there is the story of the ungodly spreading forth their hands unto God, but God said, "I will hide Mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood." 

If we want audience with God we must wash, and be clean. We must put away every evil of our doings. We must learn to be obedient; we must seek judgment, and relieve the oppressed. He who prays unto God must not only come with a righteous talk, but with a righteous motive. If we ask, that we may consume it upon our own lusts, further our own ambitions, exalt our own names, God will close His ears to our cry. 

We must learn that prayer depends, in its effectiveness, upon the spiritual life of the one who prays. We do not plead our own worth, for we come to God the Father, in the Name and worth of our Lord. However, when we draw nigh unto God, we must cleanse our hands and purify our hearts. 

II. WHEN SIN BECOMES A BOOMERANG (Proverbs 28:10 ) 
"Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit." 

1. "He that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword." It is a positive statement of scripture that "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed." Somehow or other God brings our own sins back upon our own heads. We seek to harm another, to malign his good name, to drag him down in the mire of the swine herd, and the first thing we know, somebody arises to do the same unto us, If we lead another into sin, we will be led into sin. If we rob another we shall be robbed. This is the Law that clearly sets forth one phase of the retribution of sin. Sin's punishment is not merely that which is sent from God, but that which the sinner brings upon himself. He, as it were, kindles his own fire, gathers his own firewood, and tortures his own soul. 

2. "He that doeth good unto others, shall find that good is done unto him." If we love, we shall be loved. If we stretch out our hands to the poor, they in turn will lay themselves out for us. God above takes note of every righteous deed, but so also do men below take notice. God has said, "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom." 

Where is he who does not wish to lay up a goodly inheritance against the days which are to come? This may be done by using the unrighteous mammon to make unto ourselves friends, to. welcome us into everlasting habitations. If we sow thorns, we reap thorns. If we sow briers, we reap briers. On the other hand, if we sow good seed, we will reap good fruit. If we sow seeds of kindness, we will reap acts of kindness. 

III. A DIVINE ANALOGY (Proverbs 28:13 ) 
"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy." 

1. What man covers, God uncovers. There is an unchangeable law in the Word of God. It is this, "Be sure your sins will find you out." Achan sought to hide his sins. He took some Babylonian garments, some wedges of gold and of silver and hid them in his tent. Israel did not know, but God knew; and God caused Achan to be discovered. 

When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden, they sought to cover their naked selves with the fig leaves. God cried out to them and said, "Who told thee that thou wast naked?" They sought to cover their sins. 

When Cain slew his brother, God said unto Cain, "The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me from the ground." 

Think you that he who covers his sin shall prosper? That cannot be. God will not permit it. Sin will out. Though the wicked take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the earth, even there God will find them and bring their sins to light. Everything we do is naked, open, and uncovered unto Him with whom we have to do. 

God has in His Books the record of every sin, and of every crime. Let us therefore no longer seek to hide our unrighteous acts. 

2. What man uncovereth, God covers. The second half of our verse says, "but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy." If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins." Thank God there is a robe, even the robe of the slain Lamb, that God gives to the sinner. 

When Adam and Eve sought to hide themselves in the trees of the Garden, and cover their shame with fig leaves, God went out and slew a beast of the field and brought the robe of the slain beast with which to cover the two sinners. Thus will He cover us, with His robe of righteousness. 

How wonderful it is that we may stand before Him clothed in white raiment, pure and white. How wonderful that the great multitude which John saw in Heaven, had "washed their robes, and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb." 

God forbid that any of us should ever try to cover our sins, and then, with the spirit of the hypocrite, seek to approach God. Let us rather confess and forsake our sins and then come before the Father in the righteousness of Christ. 

IV. THE HARDENED HEART (Proverbs 28:14 ) 
Our key verse says: "Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief." Here is a most striking contrast. The contrast is between the happy man, and the hardhearted man. 

1. There is a sword that cuts two ways. This sword is the Sword of the Spirit. It cuts even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. We have always contended that the Word of God received and accepted, is a savor of life, unto life; but that the Word of God refused and rejected, becomes a savor of death, unto death. 

When a sinner hears the gospel call and hardens his own heart, God will still further harden it. Four times Pharaoh hardened his own heart. After that, God did harden his heart. It is simply impossible for any man to reject Jesus Christ without suffering dire consequences. 

There is a wonderful verse in the Book of Romans which says, "But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God." 

It is true that the man who despises the riches of God's goodness, and forbearance, and hardens his impenitent heart will fall into mischief. 

He who refuses to hear the voice of his conscience, will soon discover that that voice has fallen asleep. The man who kept the toll bridge at the first during the night watch awoke quickly from his sleep whenever some one rang the bell. However, as from month to month, he did not immediately arise, the ringing of the bell soon ceased to awaken him. 

On the other hand, the man who fears, is always called happy. That man will have an ear open to the voice of God. He will have a life obedient to every call. As he hears and observes God, he will draw nearer and nearer unto Him. It is written that God gives the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him. Obedience always brings a blessing. The hardening of the hearts always brings a curse. 

Let us number ourselves among those who fear God always. That does not mean that we will be afraid of God, but rather afraid to disobey Him. It does mean that we will hold God in honor. It does mean that, as we enter into His presence, we say, "Hallowed be Thy Name." Such a one will find himself numbered among God's holiest and His best. He will be happy, singing and making melody in his heart unto the Lord.. 

V. THE GLORY OF FAITHFUL SERVICE (Proverbs 28:19-20 ) 
Here is a wonderful contrast between the man who tills his land, and the man who follows after vain persons. "He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough." 

1. The tiller of the soil. Think you that there can be a harvest, merely by the sowing of seed? The land must be plowed. It must be cultivated, tilled. The man who expects the harvest, must be diligent in his toil. If we would rejoice in the gathering of our grain, we must be faithful in the sowing of our seed, and in the caring for the ground. 

There is a Scripture which describes the sluggard. His land was soon overgrown with briers. His fences fell down. This is what we have in mind. In one of the parables, spoken by our Lord, there was one who took his pound and wrapped it in a napkin. When his lord came, his servant had no increase. Then Christ said, Take away his pound and give it to him, that hath ten pounds. The same lessons were presented with the man with one talent. 

It is not enough for us to be called unto service, we must serve. The soldier must endure hardness, and be ready for the fray, if he expects to win in the honors of the conquest. One of the greatest sins on the part of the young people, is that of "do nothing." If we want to eat bread we must till the land. If on the other hand, we give ourselves to pleasure, following after vain persons, and walking in the ways of the world, we will soon discover that every spiritual development is dwindling, and we are poor indeed. 

2. The faithful man. Proverbs 28:20 says, "A faithful man shall abound with blessings." We read, "It is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful." God does not demand that we be smart, and brilliant, and gifted. He does command that we be faithful. If we stand always true to what we have, God will increase our gifts. Therefore, if we expect God to give us greater gifts, we must use the ones we have. This is true in every phase of life. 

We remember reading of a young man who entered public life as a carpenter. A judge hired him to build a fence. He builded it with such care and carefulness, with such exactness and integrity, that the judge asked him to build a house, and so it went. The young man soon became a master builder. He was faithful in all that he undertook. Let anyone who hastens to be rich, and in his haste does unfaithful service, running over his work to the loss of his employer, let him know that he shall not be innocent. He will soon lose out. 

We have heard that two men worked for the Union Pacific Railroad. Both of them were employed as section hands The one truly worked for the Union Pacific Railroad; the other worked for the few dollars he was to receive. The one was faithful to the railroad, and the other was faithful to his pocketbook. The one sought from every viewpoint the welfare of the Railroad, the other would quit when the whistle blew, unmindful of the needs of his company. Forty years passed by. The first man was president of the Union Pacific, and the other was still a section hand. 

VI. THEY THAT WILL BE RICH (Proverbs 28:21-22 ) 
Our twenty-second verse says, "He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him." There are some people who live wholly for this world. They are seeking to be rich, to be popular, to obtain honor and the applause of man. They do not carefully consider how they may do any of these things, in honor. They are ready to get rich in any way, just so they succeed. If they use an evil eye in order to accomplish their task, evil will overtake them. Let us bring before the young people three New Testament commands. 

1. Love not the world. In the first place, no one should haste to be rich. If he does, he is a lover of money, and the love of money is the root of all evil. The child of God is told to avoid these things. Why should we haste to be rich? Why should we seek the things which are temporal? God tells us to love not the world. 

2. Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth. The emphasis in this verse may be placed on the word "yourselves." Of course we should lay up treasures in Heaven. 

At any rate, it is all right to make money, provided we follow God's rule which reads, "Let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth." The sin of seeking to be rich is found in the hoarding of riches, in the laying them up for ourselves. In other words, what Christ said, being rich toward yourselves. 
3. Look not at the things which are seen. This is the third admonition. The believer is to have his eyes fixed on the things above, on the unseen things. He is to run the race looking unto Jesus. If we set our hearts on the things which are seen, we are setting them upon the things which perish. Everything of this earth is but for a day. The things down here are the temporal. The things of God are Eternal. 

God grant that we may live, looking for that Blessed Hope, and not looking toward Sodom. Lot saw that the plains toward Sodom were well watered and he pitched in that direction. He looked for the things that were seen, and had poverty enough; for everything which he laid up in Sodom, went up in smoke. On the other hand, Abraham looked for a city whose Builder and Maker is God, and the heirs of Abraham are still enjoying the promises of God, and will one of these days enter in unto the possessions which God gave to their forefathers. 

VII. THE SELF TRUSTFUL (Proverbs 28:25-27 ) 
We have the story of a proud heart, in Proverbs 28:25 . This heart is contrasted with the trusting heart, in the same verse. In Proverbs 28:26 we have the life of one who puts his trust in himself. He is called a fool. In the same verse, there is another who walketh wisely and is delivered. In Proverbs 28:27 we have the life that giveth unto the poor, contrasted with the life that hideth his eyes away from the poor. In each of these verses the underlying thought is the sin of self-trust, and self-enlargement, as set over against Divine trust, and Divine enlargement. 

1. It is not in man to order his own steps. We are babes, we know not what shall be. We may with proud heart trust in ourselves, but if we do we are trusting in the arm of flesh. We are weak. We are incapable of reading what shall be. We do not know the obstacles which lie ahead, neither the power of Satan who combateth our every step. For this cause we need to lift the hand of our weakness up, that it may be clasped with the hand of His power. In our impotence, we must lean upon His potency. In our nothingness, we must cling to His mightiness. If we try to order our own steps, we will be sure to fall. The fact is that God tells every man that if he trusteth in his own heart he is a fool. 

2. It is necessary to trust in the Lord, and lean not to our own understanding. This is the message of Proverbs 3:5 , Proverbs 3:6 . We may have gone to school, or to college, and we may think we know a great deal, but we know nothing yet, as we should know it. If, in our ways we acknowledge Him, He will direct our paths. If on the other hand, we are wise in our own eyes, we will fall by the way. 

3. Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help. The whole conception of the life, that is lived apart from God, is, first, self-trust, and secondly, a trust in the powers of men. What we cannot do we vainly imagine that others can do for us; thus we make unholy alliances. We go down into the world for help. We place our stay in horses, and our trust in chariots. We think because they are many and because the horsemen are very strong that they will give us victory. 

For this cause we look not to the Holy One, neither seek we the Lord. This is often nationally true as well as in- dividually true. Our own country is in danger of placing her trust in her own wisdom and strength. She is in danger of looking to her army, and men of war, and airships, and to alliances with other nations. 

When will we come to the place where we discover that our only hope is in God? Jesus Christ said, "Oh, that Israel had harkened unto Me I would have fed her with the finest of the wheat." 

The child often thinks he knows more than the parent. The parent often thinks he knows more than God. Let us rather fall upon our faces and confess our ignorance and helplessness and inability. God, with one word, can do more in a moment, than we can through much speaking, do in a year. If we think that we of our own selves can do anything, we will soon wake up to the fact that we are a fool. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"Pride is a virtue. Pride is also a vice. Without pride as a principle a man cannot be virtuous. The pride that is a vice is the overvaluing of oneself for some real or imagined superiority, producing haughty bearing and arrogance of mariner. It is related of the French family of the Duke de Levis that they have a picture of their pedigree, in which Noah is represented going into the ark and carrying a. small trunk, on which is written, 'Papers belonging to the Levis family.' There are many men whose reputation hangs upon their having had a grandfather, and the only thing they do is talk about their noble ancestry. 

'What is pride? A whizzing rocket 

That would emulate a star.' 

Solomon says, 'Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.' When once a philosopher was asked what the great God was doing, he replied, 'His whole employment is to lift up the humble and to cast down the proud.' 

Pride is the offspring of want of merit, Humility is the child of wisdom. Solomon says, 'Before honor is humility', and Christ says, 'He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.' 

The stalks of wheat that hold up their heads so high are empty-headed, and those which hang down their heads modestly are full of precious grain. The people who hold their heads so high do so because they have not sense enough to weigh them down." 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-27
The Way of the Righteous 
Proverbs 29:1-27 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The time when God shall say "it is enough." Our verse, as a whole, reads thus: "He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." Can you see written all over this verse, the voice of God saying, "Cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground"? Can you not read all through this verse, God's order, "Let the sickle fall"? He has pleaded, and pleaded often. He has reproved time and time again. Yet, the subject of His love, and pleading has been hardening his neck, He has refused to hear, He will not bow his head. Thus God says, he "shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." 

The wicked may go so far, but no farther. In the case of Nebuchadnezzar the time came when to him it was spoken, "O King Nebuchadnezzar, * * The kingdom is departed from thee." There came a time in the life of Belshazzar when God would delay judgment no longer. To him there appeared the finger of a man's hand writing over against the wall and this is what was written: "MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN." God said, "It is enough." God sent forth His edict against the king. He was weighed in the balances and found wanting; and, that night was the Babylonian king slain. Let the sinner beware! God will often reprove him but if he continues to harden his neck, there will come a time when he will be suddenly destroyed, and destroyed without remedy. There is another thing to consider in Proverbs 29:2 and Proverbs 29:6 . It is this: 

2. The time when the people either rejoice, or mourn. " When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn." This is because, "In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare: but the righteous doth sing and rejoice." It is always true that the rule of the wicked bringeth sorrow. Think, if you will for a moment, of some of the kings of Israel who reigned in wickedness. They never gave their people any peace. They put upon them taxes and demands of service that wore them out. On the other hand under the reign of the righteous, the land was full of singing. This is the message we need today. God deliver us, as a nation, from the authority of men who would lead us into bondage. 

3. The time when true greatness shines forth. This is set forth in Proverbs 29:7 , perhaps you can discover it. "The righteous considereth the cause of the poor: but the wicked regardeth not to know it." True greatness finds us loving one another. True greatness is a great leavener of castes, of cliques. God's rebuke herein, stands forth against the Church, which says unto the rich man, who weareth the gay clothing, "sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool." 

If we have despised the poor, we are under the reproof of Almighty God. If, on the other hand, there comes in our assembly, a man with a gold ring and goodly apparel and we have respect unto him, we disown and dishonor our Lord. 

It is written: "But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?" 

In the early Church the believers went together and had all things in common. They went so far as to sell their houses and possessions and divide the money severally as every man had need. Somehow or other this verse in Proverbs grips the soul when it says the "righteous considereth the cause of the poor." There is a Scripture in the Book of Job, where Job recounts before God and before his persecutors, how in the days of his plenty he delivered the poor who cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. Job's blessing was upon the one ready to perish. He caused the heart of the widow to sing for joy. He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. He was a father to the poor. In those days Job, the rich man, was Job the deliverer of the needy. Do you marvel that God said of Job that there was none like him upon the face of the earth, a man that was perfect and upright, and that feared God? This is the very heart of true Christianity. 

4. The time when the wicked fall. In Proverbs 29:16 we read, "When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth: but the righteous shall see their fall." This carries us once more to the chapter in the Psalms, where Asaph said, "I saw the prosperity of the wicked. * * The ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches." Then Asaph said, "When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me; until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. Surely Thou didst set them in slippery places: Thou castedst them down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors." 

I. THE CHILD WHO MAKES HIS PARENTS TO REJOICE (Proverbs 29:3 ) 
Here is the key text: "Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: but he that keepeth company with harlots spendeth his substance." 

1. We have before us the dutiful child. Here is a child who loveth wisdom and who walks in righteousness. We have traveled in many parts, and how often have we had fathers and mothers come to us bemoaning the fact of their son's tyranny. Somehow or other the son who is a joy to his father, and to his mother, is the one who walks in the way of God. 

A noted judge in a southern city pleaded with the evangelist in behalf of his two sons. He said, "They are wayward. They have wandered away from God and away from home, and they are bringing disgrace upon their father and mother." The judge himself was not a Christian but he longed to see his sons saved. 

To us there is nothing more beautiful than Solomon's words concerning his father, David. He said, "I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth." Then David said to Solomon: "Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths." 

What is there on earth that can bring greater joy to a parent's heart, than sons or daughters who walk uprightly? 

2. The son who keepeth company with the impure. Here is the boy who, prodigal like, goes out and spendeth his substance in riotous living. This verse in Proverbs carries us to that picture which the Lord Himself painted of the Prodigal Son. What about the father? He was at home longing after his boy. We are all familiar with the song: 

"Where is my wandering boy tonight? 

The boy of my tenderest care, 

The boy that was once my joy and light, 

The boy of my love and prayer? 

Go for my wandering boy tonight, 

Go, search for him where you will; 

But bring him to me with all his blight, 

And tell him I love him still." 

There was a time when that prodigal boy was the babe of his mother's heart. As he lay asleep in her lap, she builded air castles and they all centered in him. She thought of the time when he would be her stay and her comfort, but, alas, when he grew up he kept company with the wayward, and wasted not only his own substance, but his father's. God pity the homes which sin has broken! 

II. THE TRAINING OF A CHILD (Proverbs 29:15 ) 
Here is the text: "The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame." 

1. Child training is vital to happiness. A woman one day asked us if we believed in using the rod. We told her we were not wiser than the Word of God, and that God said, "He that spareth his rod hateth his son." "Yes," said she, "but I love ray child so much I can't bear to punish him." Our text gives God's own statement, that a child left to himself, left to have his own way, left to go his own gait, will bring sorrow and sighing and shame to his mother. We remember how the Spirit through Paul, said unto Timothy, "The unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also." 

2. Child training is absolutely vital in the home. The parents should never allow themselves to be so engrossed in business or in pleasure that they neglect their child. God said unto the father, who is the head of the house, "Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up." 

God was talking of His own commandments, and His Word; then, He went on to say to the father, "And thou shalt bind "them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates." 

Beloved, let us remember that it is to the father that God gave the command to teach his children. If we want our children to rise up and call us blessed, we must certainly bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. King Lemuel, however, spoke tenderly of his mother, and of all which she taught him. Thus was King Lemuel led in the paths of righteousness, and thus did he rise up to praise and rejoice the heart of his mother. 

3. Training neglected leads to sorrow and shame. There are fathers who give more attention to the raising of their stock, than to the raising of their sons. They watch over their horses, and cows and even their pigs. They give them every possible attention, while they allow their children to run unreined and unruled, whithersoever their spirit leadeth them. Think you not that a child left to himself will bring shame to his mother? 

God has said in Proverbs 29:17 of our Scripture, "Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul." On the other hand, if a son is not corrected, if the rod and reproof is set aside, that son will rise up to pierce the heart of his parents even as a sword pierceth. Correction must ever be the steppingstone to delight. A home where the children do not honor the father and the mother is a home filled with shadows and filled with sin. 

III. THE MAN WITH VISION (Proverbs 29:18 ) 
Our text is must delightful and yet filled with warning. "Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the Law, happy is he." The man without a vision is the man who is circumscribed in his sight. He looks only at the thing's immediately about him. He never sees the future, he never looks beyond this life to the life to come. In discussing this verse we wish to present several characters and their visions. 

1. Joseph and his dreams. Joseph was a youth who saw things. He dreamed dreams and he believed in them. The truth is that God revealed many things to Joseph in the dreams of his head. Joseph told his dreams to his brethren and to his father. In fact, his brethren called him "the dreamer," saying, "Behold, this dreamer cometh." The only youth that ever amounts to anything is the youth who dreams. He is not content with the things at hand. He is reaching to the things before. He is pressing every nerve toward the prize of the up-calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

2. Abraham and his city. Here is a young man called to leave home, land, city and all. He went out not knowing whither he went. He confessed himself a stranger and a pilgrim mid the things of this world. He was Abraham, the tent dweller. However, Abraham was a man of vision. He looked for a city whose Builder and Maker was God. 

3. Moses and his reward. Moses forsook Egypt as a young man not fearing the wrath of the king. He esteemed the plaudits of Christ as greater treasures than all the riches of Egypt. He accounted suffering the afflictions of the children of God as better than all the pleasures of the courts of Pharaoh. He did all of this because he was looking far on into the ages to come, and he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. 

4. David and his vision. King David knew God in. his youth. Through many vicissitudes and trials David pressed his way. This was the reason of his success. He said, "I have set the Lord always before me." 

5. Christ and His vision. The Lord Jesus "who for the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross, despising the shame." "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." God give us men with vision. 

IV. THE HONOR AND STRENGTH OF THE HUMBLE (Proverbs 29:23 ) 
"A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit." 

1. Pride cometh before a fall. Satan, himself, walked up and down mid the stones of fire. He had entrance to Eden, the garden of God. Every precious stone was his covering. Yet, Satan became wise in his own conceit. Then it was that God said of him. "How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!" 

Satan's antichrist, like Satan, will exalt himself above God and all that is called God. He will go into the temple in Jerusalem, acclaim himself as God, and demand to be worshiped. Thus it is that he too shall be brought down. He who lifted himself up because of his beauty and was corrupted because of his brightness, will be laid low. 

King Uzziah was another who lifted himself up. He did many wonderful things in Israel. He reigned fifty-two years, and then in the pride of his heart, he went into the Temple to offer sacrifices, taking upon himself the place of a priest as well as of king, and God smote him. 

2. The humble shall be exalted. God tells us in our key verse that "a man's pride shall bring him low"; He also says that "honour shalt uphold the humble in spirit." There is a certain fidelity in the soul of the humble. A fidelity to their calling and to God who calls them. He will hold high the banner of God's righteousness, but will not exalt his own banner. He will honor God, but will not honor himself. Would that we could grasp God's analogies; the way to become rich, is to become poor; the way to become wise, is to acknowledge our own folly; the steppingstone to exaltation, is the pathway of humiliation. 

The Lord Jesus Christ "being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name." He who will humble himself shall also he exalted. If we are willing to follow with Christ in the pathway of His humiliation, we may also reign with Him in the realm and rule of His glory. If we share with Him His Cross, we shall also share with Him His Crown. 

V. THE PLEASURE OF SERVING (Proverbs 29:25 ) 
Our text says: "The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe." 

1. The fear of man. There are many alas who in their deeper hearts believe in Christ, but they will not confess Him because the fear of man has brought a snare to their souls. Christ spoke of certain of the scribes and Pharisees saying, that they believed in Him, but for the fear of the Jews they would not confess Him for "They loved the praise of men more than the praise of God." 

A young lady or a young man often hears the voice of God calling them to step forth into the life of sacrificial service. However, their boy friend or their girl friend, as the case may be, is a snare to them. They are afraid to bear reproach, God grant that the young people who study this lesson shall not hesitate because of what any man or woman may do or say. Let us remember that it is given unto us, not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer for His sake. The great call of the Book of Hebrews is, that we should "go forth * * unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach." Had Peter continued to carry that same spirit of the fear of man, which he portrayed as he cowed before a maid, he would never have had his name blazoned forth as the Apostle of Pentecost. 

2. The fear of the Lord. If we fear men we fall into a snare, If we fear the Lord, and put our trust in Him whom we fear, we shall be safe. In the big Union Depot the man at the gate seemed quite unpopular to many who passed by him, showing their tickets. One of the passers-by said to him, "You do not seem popular with this crowd." He quickly replied, "I am not after their approval. The one I seek to please is upstairs." Whose praise and approval do we seek? Is it the praise of man, or the praise of God? Let the ambition of our hearts be this: that, by and by when we stand before Him, we may hear from His own precious lips, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." Our Lord was not ashamed of us. In our behalf He walked the rugged road to Calvary. In our behalf He died. He was not ashamed of us. Let us therefore cease to fear man, and take our stand with the Christ who was despised and rejected for us. 

VI. "THE UNRULY MEMBER" (Proverbs 29:20 ) 
"Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him." 

1. The message of James on the tongue. As we read this verse in Proverbs, our minds hasten over to the Book of James, chapter 3. We wish to call your attention to several statements therein. 

"If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body." In this Scripture God seems to make the tongue our chief cause of offense. He also makes victory over the tongue, the assured sign of a full-grown believer, able to bring his whole body under subjection. The Holy Ghost speaks to us about bits in the mouths of horses, and of how those bits cause the horses to obey us. He also speaks of "ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth." Then the Spirit says, "Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things." 

James likens the tongue unto a little fire, that kindles a great matter, "And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on. fire of hell." It is true that, "Every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind; but the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison." 

After we have studied these words from the Apostle James do we wonder that our verse in Proverbs says; "Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him"? When we think of the tongue of the wicked, we think of a man, like a wild beast running to and fro, pouring out his blasphemies against God. The Book of Jude speaks of Christ's Second Coming as being the theme of Enoch's preaching. Enoch said, "Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

2. The tongue of the righteous. How beautiful are the mouths of those who preach peace? "A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver." Truly, our conversation is in Heaven. The words we utter, if they are pure and true and holy, will find their reward up yonder. The messages of life, and light, and love, whether written or spoken, will be words which will have a wonderful harvest of blessing. 

VII. CAUSING OTHERS TO FALL (Proverbs 29:8 ) 
"Scornful men bring a city into a snare." This is the reading of Proverbs 29:8 . Proverbs 29:10 says that "The bloodthirsty hate the upright." In Proverbs 29:11 it says, "A fool uttereth all his mind." In this final word, we wish to speak of the far-reaching effects of the ungodly. "A scornful man will lead his city into a snare." "A bloodthirsty man will overthrow the upright, in the hate of his soul." 

Beloved, Satan goes about seeking whom he may devour. How aptly does this follow what we have said about the tongue. 

The third chapter of Romans describes the dire effects of the ungodly in their hatred against the righteous. We read these words concerning the wicked: "Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: * * their feet are swift to shed blood: destruction and misery are in their ways: and the way of peace have they not known: there is no fear of God before their eyes." 

Speaking of the wicked we read in the Psalms, "The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good." These wicked men are spoken of as having gone aside and of having become filthy. They are called the workers of iniquity. May God deliver us from evil men! When Jesus hung upon the Cross, there was a great crowd of the ungodly who encircled Him. The 22d Psalm in giving a description of them, says, "For dogs have compassed Me; the assembly of the wicked have inclosed Me: they pierced My hands and My feet." 

Again the Psalmist writes: "Many bulls have compassed Me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset Me round. They gaped upon Me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion." 

If you read these words concerning the attitude of the ungodly toward Christ, the Son, do you marvel that Jesus said, "If they have called the Master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of His household?" Christ also said, If they hated Me they will also hate you. 

Thus it is that we begin to realize the deeper meaning of our key text, and how God said that "scornful men bring a city into a snare"; that "the bloodthirsty hate the upright," and that "A fool uttereth all his mind." May the Lord deliver us from unrighteous and ungodly men! 

What is the attitude of the world toward the righteous? It is ever the attitude of crucifixion; it is the attitude of non-affiliation; it is the attitude of calumny and defamation. 

There is no common ground between the saint and the sinner. There is no place of fellowship between darkness and light There is no possible comradeship between a believer and an unbeliever. 

He who will live godly in Christ Jesus will find himself despised and rejected of men, even as the Lord was despised and rejected. 

What then shall be the attitude of the saved to the ungodly? We may not walk with them under the yoke of comradeship, but we may go over the world with the message of love and redemption. We cannot join with them in their evil deeds, but we can call them from their deeds, Jesus Christ ate with sinners to be sure, but as He ate He called them to repentance, He told them of the return of the prodigal boy, and of how the father ran out to meet him and kissed him. So let us remember that while we are not of the world, and the world hateth us, yet, we are sent into the world. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
At the close of the War of 1866, the triumphant army of Prussia came to Berlin for a reception of welcome. As each regiment approached the city gate, it was halted by a choir, demanding by what right it would enter the city. The regiment replied in a song reciting the battles it had fought, the victories it had won; then came a welcome from the choir, "Enter into the city." And so the next came up reciting its deeds, and another, and another, each challenged and welcomed. They marched up the Linden between rows of captured cannon, with banners they had borne and the banners they had taken, and they saluted the statue of grand old Frederick, the creator of Prussia. So, when all the fierce warfare of earth, shall have been accomplished, and the Kingdom of Christ assured, the phalanxes of His Church shall go up to the City with the songs and tokens of victory. They shall march in together, singing hallelujahs, and shall lay their trophies at the feet of Him upon whose head are many crowns King of kings and Lord of lords. Thompson. 
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